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The Face Off


CONTESTANT #2:
“I swear by Apollo the Physician and Asclepius and Hygeia and Panaceia and all the gods and goddesses, making them my witnesses, that I will fulfill according to my ability and judgment this oath and this covenant.”  (taken from the Hippocratic Oath)


CONTESTANT #1:
“Don’t follow their thinking!  I am the God that healeth thee.  You are not to follow any other gods.  You are not to seek out any other help but that which comes directly from My own hand!  By My stripes you were healed.  I died for your sins and your diseases.  I endured them all on the cross.  I paid the price for them all on the cross.”  


“By the blood I shed, you no longer have to be bound by any sickness or sin, or any other work of the evil one.  If any among you is sick, let him call for those believers whose faith is strong and mature, the “elders”.  Let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in My name.  And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and I will raise him up!”  


CONTESTANT #2:
“Hi.  This is Dr. Morgan’s office.  We’re calling to inform you that it was malignant, and the doctor needs to see you right away.  You’ll have about six months to live.  There is no hope for you.  But we do want to make these last months as pleasant for you as possible.”


CONTESTANT #1:
“My dear child, don’t believe them. I love you.  I created you.  And by the stripes of My Son Jesus, your healing has been secured.  I have given you all that you need for while you dwell on earth.  It is not My will that you die spiritually by your sins or die physically by disease.  My Son paid a dear price so that neither of those things must happen to you.  Take My remedy.  Enjoy it.  Believe Me and you will see it!”


CONTESTANT #2:
“Just take this medicine.  If you experience any of the side effects listed, let me know right away.  There is one other drug I can give you.  Let’s try this one first.  Nothing in this life is perfect, but we can try to get as close as possible for you.”


CONTESTANT #1:
”Don’t partake of their sorceries!  By My stripes you were healed.  I shed My blood for you.  It’s unlimited and it’s free.  It is totally effective on all diseases, and the side effects are wonderful - righteousness, peace and joy!  Receive it and apply it to all of your needs!”


CONTESTANT #2:
“I think we’re going to have to operate.  We’ll make the incision as small as possible, but that’s the only way you’re going to get rid of this!  If we don’t, it will just progress, and you will surely die!”

 
CONTESTANT #1:
“Don’t let them cut you.  They pierced Me with a sword and they drove nails through My hands and My feet.  I let them do this to Me so that you wouldn’t have to let them do that to you!  They abused My body so that yours would be well!  Disease cannot destroy your body, but you must drive it out and keep it out by faith.  All you need is My blood and your faith!  Believe it, with your whole being, and you shall surely live!”


CONTESTANT #2:
“I’d like a check-up.  It’s been a while, and I am getting older.  If there is any problem, I’d like to catch it before it’s too late!”


CONTESTANT #1:
“I give you My Word.  It does not change as you get older!  It applies to all your afflictions.  I am Alpha and Omega; I am the Beginning and the End!  No condition is too early or too late for Me!”


CONTESTANT #2:
“Take your clothes off.  I need to examine your body.”


CONTESTANT #1:
“Your body is the temple of My Spirit.  I want you to dress with modesty and holiness.  No one is to look upon any of your nakedness unless it is a husband or a wife that I have given to you for a holy union!”


CONTESTANT #2:
“You need to get your immunization shots!  The injection site may be sore for a while, but hopefully you won’t get the sickness, or at least not as bad!”


CONTESTANT#1:
“Do not fear any diseases that the world fears.  I had nails put into Me, so they wouldn’t have to put needles into you!  My blood covers you and protects you from all the works of the evil one!” 

“Through the power of My blood, I will protect you and your loved ones from disease, just as I protected my children for forty years as they crossed the desert.  Think of it – not one of them got sick even once – for forty years!  This same protection I make available to you today through My blood.” 


CONTESTANT #2:
“I’d just like to see how I’m really doing.”


CONTESTANT #1:
“Walk by My words, not their observation of you.  The just shall live by faith.  If you need to look at your flesh to see if My Word is true, then you are walking by sight!  I want you to walk by faith!”  


“Your assurance comes from My words, not theirs.” 


CONTESTANT #2:
“I just want to know what I have.”


CONTESTANT #1:
“I’ve already told you - you have protection and healing from Me.”


CONTESTANT #2:
“But God uses doctors!”


CONTESTANT #1:
“Only to illustrate failure.  I used the prophets of Baal, too.  First they did their thing and failed, then I answered Elijah’s prayer!  I use their failure as a contrast for My glory!”


CONTESTANT #2:
“Luke was a doctor you know.”


CONTESTANT #1:
“Yes, and I used to be a carpenter.  Peter was a fisherman.  Matthew was a tax collector.  Mary Magdalene was a prostitute.  All of these people dropped their worldly calls, and went on to follow Me!  That means, “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also.” 

Miracles And The Heartbeat Of A Father


Miracles are not man’s ideas.  They are the Father’s ideas!  They are not just extraneous, “extracurricular”, show-stopping activities for Him!  They are crucial to his heart of love for man and His desire to reach out to man with tangible power.


Jesus said that miracles were important in order for people to believe in Him and what He said.   Even Jesus’ own disciples did not believe in Jesus, scripture says, until after He turned the water into wine!  


Jesus, Himself, appealed to the miracles for peoples’ faith when He said, “If you do not believe Me by the words that I say, then believe Me by the miracles that I do!”


Paul, who was not one of those first “disciples”, moved obediently in the power that Jesus commanded us to move in.  He did not even meet Jesus in bodily person, but he still healed the sick, raised the dead (more than once!) and preached the good news of the Kingdom of Heaven!  In 

I Corinthians 2:45, he appealed in a similar way to the believers in Corinth, by saying:


“My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power!”


If Jesus Himself, in His perfection and eloquent wisdom, needed the demonstration of miracles to back up what He said, how much more do we His believers today!  


In a world that is thirsting so desperately for these miracles and already reaching out into other, demonic spirit realms for help, we must go to them in the power we have been given!  We must represent the Father fully with His burden, His ability, and His willingness to touch them. We must minister to them with His love and His power moving miraculously on their behalf! 

We owe it to the Father to carry out the responsibility He gave us.  We owe it to Jesus who went to the cross to enable us to enjoy the indwelling power that equips us to carry it out.  We owe it to a hurting world to go to them with the same works of miracles that Jesus did!  


We must prove to the world with Jesus’ love and power that the Father truly does care for them!  We must deliver to them the real and tangible answers that the Father holds through our hands for all of their needs!  This is the Glory that will “draw all men to Jesus”!

Dead End Faith


Jesus told His disciples in John 5:30 that He had been given His ability from the indwelling Spirit of His Father.  If that Spirit were not in Him enabling Him, according to Jesus Himself, He would not otherwise have been able to do the miracles He did!


Think of it, Jesus, God’s son who miraculously came to earth, would NOT have been able – on his own – to do miracles!  On His own, Jesus would be as unable to perform miracles as we are on our own!  He could only do them because His Father’s Spirit resided in Jesus’ own body.


Then He went on to share some incredible, awesome, potentially world-changing news.  Jesus told the world that all of His disciples, including the apostle Paul and us (not just the original twelve), would be given that same exact enabling for doing miracles, and for the same reason – to carry out the Father’s will!  


In fact, Jesus emphasized, we will have more power available to us, because we can have two spirits living in us – the Father’s and Jesus’!!!  He said, we would not only be able to do what He did, but we would do even greater things than what He did!  


In John 14:12, He tells them, “I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing.  He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.”


Contrary to demonic doctrine, those same miracles did not die off with the early church!  In this past twentieth century, thousands and thousands of confirmed healing miracles have taken place.  


Hundreds of kinds of bodily miracles have taken place.  They include: Cancer, acute appendicitis, muscular dystrophy, blindness, deafness, dumbness, HIV/Aids, creating a brand new womb and causing a woman to become pregnant, creating ear drums, creating eyeballs in vacant sockets, macular degeneration, restoring a tooth from decay to wholeness, removing tumors – in an instant, causing the lame to walk, delivering from demons, tuberculosis, insanity, schizophrenia, lupus, migraine head-aches, asthma, MS, heart disease, creating/healing knee joints, diabetes, leukemia, Downs Syndrome reversed, kidney stones, arthritis, hepatitis B, thalidomide baby’s limbs growing out when they are adults.  


He has lengthened legs, straightened arms, even grown a bottom leg and foot for a man with only one full leg and one full foot!  All these things have happened within the past 100 years – not just in the first century!  


The whole world has been witness to some of these miracles.  Evander Holyfield, a world-renowned boxer, lost his boxing license because of an “incurable” heart problem.  After this change in his career plans, he attended a healing crusade of a well-known “healing evangelist”, and the Lord touched him!  His heart became totally normal again!  Evander was given back his license to box, and he went on to claim the title, giving the Lord the Glory for it all! 


Jesus intended, according to His Father’s plan, that the same miracles He did would continue after He left.  Obviously, there are many who have seen this take place to some extent.  However, time is overdue for the Body of Jesus Christ to reach out fully to its calling.  Now is the time for the Body of Jesus Christ to understand and receive the same miracle-working power that Jesus had in order to fulfill that calling. 


This is the hour that Jesus should look upon the earth and truly seeing a reflection of Himself – the Body – living their lives as He lived His and doing the same works that He did! 

When Opposites Detract


The Bible says, “We walk by faith, not by sight.”  The field of medicine says, “We walk by sight, and not by faith”.


Too many have made the tragic and fatal mistake of trying to walk both roads at once.  The faith road is a narrow, very particular road!  You cannot walk by faith with one foot, and have your other foot on the “sight road” at the same time!   With faith, you must be in with both feet, or you’re not there at all!


An airplane pilot waits until there is no longer any part of his plane touching the ground, and then at that time he reports that the plane is “committed”.  So we must steer our faith. 


In order to see ultimate off-the-ground faith, we must put all of our faith entirely in the spirit realm!  When we have no more part of our faith “counting on” anything that is not pure GOD and God’s power ALONE, then we can say that our faith is “truly committed” and in the place where it needs to be!  Have you ever noticed that the most significant healing miracles come when all other hope is gone and when a miracle is the only possible answer left?

When we rest any part of our faith in the world or anything else that is “seen”, we do not have a committed faith.  If this is the case, our faith never truly “soars” and the faith job required will not get done!

Faith operates in its own realm.  It is not guided by, influenced by, measured by, or assisted by the physical world, its happenings, or its strengths.  If we want to see what faith can do, we must shut out these other influences entirely.  We must apply the Word of God where it functions as its own substance for our hope, and the sole evidence for what we embrace in our minds and reach for the manifestation of with our entire being (Heb. 11:1). 

     Jesus is our “High Tower”, and we are to go to Him, rather than to the “towers” of this world.  We are to run to ONE!  “I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help.  My help comes from the Lord, who MADE heaven and earth!”


He did not shed His blood on the cross in order to help human doctors.  He isn’t merely an apprentice that He stands by holding the tools!  He is the Master, and all others merely stand by and watch His handiwork!  

When the Body of Christ considers the medical world today, for some reason we forget that our God is a HOLY God.  If the Lord’s help and the help from the medical world were one in the same, without a doubt by now the Lord would have whispered to somebody’s ear about their oath and covenant!  Without a doubt the Lord would have spoken to somebody about the “other gods” avowed to in this oath!  Without a doubt, the Lord would have spoken to them about the magical symbol of the gods with which they are associated!  Since when would the Lord overlook these crucial elements?


If the Lord’s help and the help from the “medical world” were one in the same, then they would mirror or at least support each other.  Jesus would have done what they do or at least praised what they do, and He CERTAINLY did not!  And all medical doctors would do or at least acknowledge what He did - and they certainly do not!


Furthermore, Jesus is a tower that is unchanging!  Certainly, He would not send us for answers to anything that has such flaws and that changes what it calls "truth” from year to year.  

He would not send us to anything as a source, as if it were a “piece of His Rock”, if it is built on the shifting sand of man’s mere opinions!  

He would not call it “good” for us, to go where so many mistakes are being made!


He would not send us to something that puts us through more pain to get rid of the pain we have!  

He would not send us to disease – our enemy – in order to protect us from disease (inoculations)!  

He would not send us to the realm of sorcery (pharmakaea – drugs) for help!  

He would not send us to one who sheds our blood for our healing, when He has already shed His own, and said that the job was done!  


If the Jesus you know would do that, you better check and find out which Jesus you are talking about!


If you were an all powerful and all-loving God, wouldn’t you have something better than that for keeping your kids alive and well? 


Even if we were to fight this battle in the natural, certainly Jesus would have a better weapon for us than this community!


And He does!  He has announced to us that the battle rages in the spirit, and He hands us the victory banner for all those battles!  We do experience these battles in the natural, and we can even observe patterns to them in the natural.  


But they are actually battles of the spirit!  The perpetrators are spirits, and their point of infliction on us is in the spirit realm!


Like the skilled magician that he is, the devil gets us to watch what he wants us to watch.  A magician gets you to focus on what “appears”.  His objective is allusion, and he does not want you to see his “trick”, the masking of what is really going on!  


In this case, the real “happening” is taking place in the spirit realm, where he knows we believers have complete dominion.  He has tried to hide that “stage” from us, as he has gotten our focus on the physical body itself and distracted us from the battlefield where we are the winner!


We have a huge bank account in the spirit realm, and the devil is trying desperately to keep us from using it!  It holds for our unlimited use absolute potency against all the works of the devil – including disease.  But it must be used in its pure, undiluted form.

For decades now, the devil has tricked the church into following the world’s lead concerning disease.  The church has cooperated very well with him, like those bouncing Chihuahua car window dogs, while the world has fed us its “natural” theory of disease!  We have been taken in by one of the biggest magic tricks in history! 


And this is GREAT news, because we have been given a blanket victory over all spiritual battles!  We only need to accept this news, keep our fight only in the spiritual field (and that means nowhere else!), and to stubbornly cling to our authority by faith!  


Our victory has already been bought, but only by our faith will it come into view!  Only by holding our place on the spiritual battlefield, and going nowhere else, will we see this victory manifest consistently in our lives!


Imagine you were a member of one of the wealthiest families on earth.  As a part of this family, you had full rights to all of its unlimited wealth.  However, there was one particular item you needed desperately, and someone had told your family members in a distant generation that the only way to obtain it was to go through certain obstacle courses.  Everyone else had to, and it was impossible to imagine simply “buying” this highly needed item.  

The world around you was so full of these obstacle courses that they seemed to be the only way anyone – rich or poor – could get this object.  You knew you were a “rich kid”, for there were many valuables around your house that that wealth had bought.  But no one ever heard of buying the object you needed, so even you hadn’t bothered to try any other way.


However someone read the history of your family, and in that history they noticed that previous family members were able to actually buy this object.  Nevertheless, your family still chose to believe that those instances were obscure, and happened too long ago.  They thought things must be different now, and the only way to get it was to go through those obstacle courses.


One day, another member of your family says, “If they could buy it back then, why can’t I buy it today?”  He goes to the bank and takes out some money.  He goes to the same place his ancestors had gone to buy theirs, and he is able to buy it, just as they had!

  
He can’t wait to tell everybody.  When he gets back home, he tells every family member he can find.


But all his excitement is taken to be emotionalism. “That was just a fluke,” all the other children said.  They too were so used to seeing the obstacle courses.  “Everyone knows there just is no other way!” they believed.  “Our ancestors even paid for those obstacle courses!” so they had been told.   


And everyone tried to forget about it.  It just seemed too good to be true, and no one wanted to waste time with false hope. 

Sinking Thinking


The “treatment” of epilepsy was spiritual – Jesus cast the demon out!  Hippocrates mocked this notion, however, saying you can “get carried away” by thinking that things like epilepsy are in the divine, “spiritual” realm.  The theories he then instituted, correcting the “error” of Jewish “superstition”, still form the basis for this alternative approach to health today!  


Medical science today still follows the same reasoning about disease.  Medical science over shadows the “Biblical approach” towards disease, as it establishes that disease is a “natural event and has natural causes”.  It preempts what the Lord gave us, and – at best – tolerates it but limits it to the realm of “exception to the rule”.


Hippocrates separated his remedy by sight science from the remedy by faith Bible, figuring he could lead mankind into a better, more accurate direction than how the God of the Bible was leading them.  Hippocrates in doing this was absolutely contradicting what God had given to His children concerning the truth about disease.  

Hippocrates deliberately set up an opposite, new perspective, while acknowledging in a very deliberate fashion all “other” deities besides the one true God!  In one phrase: Hippocrates instituted direct rebellion to the Word of God for the matter of disease!


In the Word of God, we read a lot about foundations.  Jesus refers to the “rock” of our salvation, building houses on sand, etc.  If one takes even a quick look at how medical science got started and continues today, it is very easy to see that it has a totally different foundation from the faith we read about in the Bible.  There is no mixing the two and there is no agreement between the two!


The opinion Hippocrates held hundreds of years ago still forms the basis of medical science today:  The answers to our health and to our healing are in the physical realm, and not the spiritual realm.  The Church by embracing the world’s medicine is saying – at the very least - that it is okay to turn this need of our life on earth over into a different battleground.  At best, the Church is saying that it is okay to fight it on two battlefields at the same time - the physical battlefield and the spiritual battlefield.  

Peter experienced that the two don’t mix!  When he saw Jesus walking on the water, in his “I want to do that too” type faith, Peter purposed to do the same thing!  
The goal of reaching this supernatural act or conclusion required a simple, determined focus: to keep His eyes on Jesus – only!  That caused Peter to succeed in the miraculous.  And his success lasted as long as He maintained that one and only focus.


It was only when Peter looked down at the waves – looked at the worldly elements (like water, flesh, blood, germs, skin) that he actually cancelled out the power he had begun to walk in!  A mere glance in the opposite direction caused him to sink!


There is no mixing of the two.  There is no cooperation between the two.  There is no agreement between the two.  And if anyone preaches any differently, then they too have already fallen through the waves just as Peter did!  


If we keep our eyes – one hundred percent – on Jesus, then we stay afloat.  But if for even a moment, we look down at the water - for even a second – it can be a matter of life and death for us or those we want to see healed!

 
I have heard it too often said, “God gave us doctors”.  And He did, along with countless other choices!  


In the Garden of Eden, He gave us the apple, too.  His will was not that we choose the apple, but His will was to give us the option!  God gave us the apple in order to test the direction of hearts!  


God gave us hell, too.  He created it, and for those who serve the world, it will be paid to them as wages!


Today, yes, He gives us doctors for the same reason.  “Choose ye this day whom you will serve, God or man!”  Yes, God surely does use doctors!


After shedding His blood through a crucifixion death on the cross, He declared, “It is finished”.  By this He announced to us that our sins are atoned for and our diseases are healed!”   Why in the world would He turn around and have us do anything more on behalf of our healing!  


After conquering the foe where the foe actually exists, why would He direct us to try and fight that foe AGAIN, and to fight him where he doesn’t even exist?

If Jesus truly were leading us here, then either He must have a short memory, He is very confused, or His original plan failed!


Disease and sin go hand in hand.  If He would have us get natural help for our diseases, then He would also have us get natural help for our sins!  The two go hand in hand according to Jesus.  


I guess somewhere there must be some cultic practices we should follow, besides the sinner’s prayer.  Let’s see, how about some mantras, or some incense?

 
Back in Paul’s day, there were people called Judaisers.  They were converted Jews, who just could not pull completely away from their “Old Testament” roots.  They felt there was something still to be gained by adhering to the law in addition to the teachings of Jesus.  


In other words, they were “adding to” the finished work of the cross, and as Paul told them, they were negating the power of the cross!  


What was Paul’s response to them?  He rebuked them soundly!  Anything that added to the Blood of Jesus NEGATED the Blood of Jesus! 

   
One of the last things to occur before Jesus died was ripping the veil of the temple.  The old way was completely overruled by the new!  Requirements that man used to face in the natural were now superceded by the work of Jesus on the Cross!  Instructions from the Lord once given in stone were now replaced by His personally spoken words to man’s heart!  


With the new way came new intimacy with the Lord and new power.  Jesus said, “The least in the Kingdom of Heaven is greater than the greatest of the prophets!”  


Jesus paid a dear price for that new available power.  He took that new power very seriously.  The problem is, we don’t!


Paul addressed these Judaisers in Galatians, telling them that if they still adhere to even the smallest part of the law, they must satisfy the whole law.  If they adhere in any way to the law then they have nullified the Blood of Jesus for themselves.   


In other words, the blood of Jesus will not work when it is used as a “supplement”. It must be allowed to do it all, or it will do nothing at all!

Likewise, the blood of Jesus welcomes all those who will come into a new kingdom, where disease is powerless.  In this kingdom, if we will confront disease boldly and in undivided faith, we will always win!


Our God is not a God of shame that He would say, “It was supposed to work but didn’t, so we better get some help from Apollo!” 


If the blood of Jesus needs no assistance in one area, then neither does it need it in the other.  Conversely, if the blood does need assistance in one area, then it does need it in other areas too!  


Jesus never implied that disease held any greater challenge for the blood than did the forgiving of sins.  If anything, He implied that forgiving sins was much harder.  


On many occasions the Pharisees got angry at what Jesus said.  Once Jesus healed a man and also declared him to be forgiven of his sins.  Obviously, this was blasphemy to the Pharisees, and to their noticeable anger Jesus replied, “Which is harder, to heal a man or to forgive his sins?”  


The point was, neither one is more difficult for Him!  They are both always, without exception, available for us – forgiveness of sins and healing for disease.  They are always in full working order for us, if we will “JUST believe”.  We must accept the simplicity of this news and not waver by supplementing it or “updating” it!


James describes a man who wavers as being like a ship that is tossed about by the waves of the sea.  Such has happened to too many Christians who believed Jesus would heal them – at a certain point, and that the doctors would ALSO fight for them!  They wavered in their storm tossed ship, as the devil has kept the American pulpits preaching, “God uses doctors.  Go to them!  You need them too.  They’re there for a reason!  This is part of God’s plan!”


The point is, of course, the blood of Jesus needs no assistance!  In fact, it requires that there BE no assistance
.

The work was complete and wanting in nothing when Jesus said that it was finished!  But when we go for further help to accomplish what the blood in fact already accomplished, we are not only wasting our time, but we’re “wasting” the work of the cross!  We are actually thumbing our noses at all Jesus has already done.  


He already endured the pain and shed His own blood, for each and every affliction of sin and disease that comes our way!  When we knowingly bypass the thorough work that He did, or even get assistance beyond the work that He did, then we are literally wasting what He did!  

 
When we go for further help to the sources from the world, we make mockery of the work of the cross.  We make mockery of the very blood of Jesus!

The Body Rules


The Lord’s people (originally identified as the Jews) always had instructions regarding their health and healing.  If they were ever told to seek out a human being, that person was always to be a priest.  The world was replete with other forms of “medical” help in those days, but never were they instructed to go there!  From the beginning, God has declared that disease and healing are a spiritual issue, and He has specific spiritual instructions for His children to follow – period!


Some believers, who are reluctant to commit themselves away from the natural realm of disease fighting, would argue that the dietary rules were for the purpose of keeping ones health.  Many Christians today use this in defending a naturalistic “flesh fighting flesh” approach to disease.  


However, even if this were the case, Jesus negated it when He gave Peter the dream concerning the matter of eating pigs.  Jesus declared that what used to be unclean for us is now to be considered clean and available for the Lord’s use in our lives as He so leads. Jesus clarified this further when he explained that clean for the believer is not what goes into ones mouth (physical), but what comes out of ones mouth (spiritual)!  


In fact, Jesus said that nothing that goes into a man’s body makes him unclean any more!  One aspect of what He said addresses how our bodies have been given an impervious protection against the evil realm.  Remember how Jesus touched the lepers?  Jesus even said we can drink deadly poison and not be affected by it!


Since disease is an evil just as much as sin is an evil, then unclean refers to having a disease as much as it refers to being in sin!  Thus, Jesus says that nothing that goes into our mouths can make us sick!


He restates that when He says to His followers (us!) that we can even drink poison and it will not affect us!

Enjoying Our Bodies


Today, it is in the clearinghouse of our hearts – and not our bodies - where the evil comes and goes!  It is there that not only defilement of our hearts can take place, but it is there that any defilement can enter us, including bodily disease! 


Jesus instructed His disciples to “eat whatever was given to them” in their evangelistic journeys.  Even if the Levitical dietary laws were simply for health reasons, Jesus clearly gave us something beyond.  If we truly embrace the work of Jesus and all that He said and did when He walked this earth, then we can in no way appeal to the adherence of dietary laws for protection of our health.    


Today we have new, even greater principles in effect!  And because we have been given more, we are held more responsible as well.  When the Lord gives us the golden nuggets of His grace and His revelation, He does so with the expectation that they take effect in our spirit and in our life.


He gives all revelation for the purpose of changing us, moving us, and “deepening” us.  If we treat His special gifts to us as if they are junk mail, then those same gifts will be some day held against us. 


In this “new kingdom” which Jesus brought forth, although we have physical bodies, we can enjoy protection from poison if we are forced to ingest it!  Although we have physical bodies, a poisonous snake cannot harm us!  Although we have physical bodies, we are NOT to be harmed or killed by disease.  That is the will of the Father on the matter!  


If we truly are spiritually reborn, there is now a spiritual “part” along side of our natural bodies.  That “part” is actually a Person, whom we call the Holy Spirit!  And the Holy Spirit keeps our bodies healthy and not vulnerable to poison, disease, or any thing else the devil uses to try and speed up our exit from this earth.  


The devil has been given permission to test us, and he likes to throw the symptoms of disease our way.  But we have been given all spiritual authority over the spiritual realm, and that is where the destructive force behind all these elements actually dwells!  


Often a spirit of disease can attack us.  It can even make us feel sick.  The spirit is also assigned to make us think we are sick and that we “have” the disease.


However, the spirit of disease is not allowed to assume residency in our bodies unless we let it.  We cannot afford to agree with “the doctor (of the world) report” that we “have” a disease, lest we open the door to our heart and declare to the devil that he can come in and set up his own room there.

  
That disease may be allowed to stay around and growl at us.  But without our permission, it cannot ensnare us – it cannot assume residency with us for a moment!  


However, if we do follow the confession of “the doctor’s” report, and confess it for ourselves, we abdicate our protection in the spirit!  We have become like a powerless parent; we have allowed a little one year old to call the shots and then reluctantly but willingly done exactly what the kid told us to do!

Dangerous Talking: Reporting Medical Prognoses


We overcome the works of the devil by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of our testimony!  We overcome the diseases that get sent against our body by the blood of the Lamb, and the confession of our mouths and acceptance in our heart of the Word of God concerning the blood of the Lamb and the power and victory it gives the believer over sickness and disease!  


We place our faith and our lives in danger when we seek out the opinions of a “doctor” of this world.  If we “sup” with him and drink his prognosis into our spirit, then we just may lead ourselves to death by disease!


When we go to a doctor of this world, we put ourselves at his feet, and we allow him to literally prophesy over our bodies!  Think of it! 


And when we go to him, we expose our bodies, expose our minds, and pay him our money for doing so!  In effect, we establish a type of covenant with this doctor.  In this particular covenant, we enter on an extremely intimate level, and our vulnerability to non-faith thinking and activity is very dangerous!


By the confession of our mouth, we can both overcome and succumb! 


When we allow a medical doctor to examine our bodies and observe these symptoms, he or she will often declare that we “have” a certain disease.  This is one reason why even consulting such a “doctor” is dangerous for us.  They can actually get us to change our confession!


Let’s look at this scenario: We read the Bible and it says, “We’re healed.”  We don’t understand it fully, but it’s the Bible, so it’s true.  Then we go to a “doctor”.  He reads our bodies, and he tells us that we have a disease!  He prophesies over us!  


Because we have just paid for his report, we receive it.  We accept it.  We usually think  “he ought to know; God gave him his knowledge”, so we believe the report.  We then agree with the report, and we confess his report.  


We have just confessed disease over our body!  We have temporarily confessed the words of a mere man, and NEGATED what we may have just read, stated, or even sung about last Sunday!  


Then, especially if it’s incurable, we may get spiritually charged up and declare, “No, we’re healed!”  


So, we return to our original confession.  We decide that we will get that disease out of us!  


We go back to the doctor and in our militant spirituality we tell him that he, by the knowledge “God gave him” of course  (which He did not) - contradicted the Word of God!

 
That’s right, God contradicted God – doesn’t that make sense?  We practically ball him out for saying what he said.  We should be balling ourselves out for seeking out him out in the first place! 


You’d think that we as Christians would catch onto it by now.  We have one truth, one confession, and one everlasting hope.  That means, it is applicable for all situations and down through all the ages!  We don’t need to go here and there to check it out to see if it’s true!  


As Jeremiah asked, “Whose report have you believed?  And to whom has the arm of the Lord (already) been revealed?”



The Lord has given us in His Word ONE perspective on disease.  He has informed us already of its ONE cause, ONE treatment, and ONE cure!  Either we believe this ONE NARROW belief and STAND in it, or we have been deceived!


We are to enforce that authority by our faith.  Our weapons are the might of God – by faith!  If we are not wielding those weapons, then we have made ourselves a “sitting duck”!

He Doesn’t Need Help


Jesus obviously did not live by the “washing your hands” rule, or by “good hygiene”.  He could in no way have been concerned about physical cause agents (like germs) if He touched the leper.  If germs really did cause disease, then Jesus certainly would have “caught” many diseases Himself.  He had a fully human body and He touched many sick people!  


Not only that, He told His disciples to do the same.  That includes us!  How can these two people be in agreement: “The doctors” tell us not to touch the leper, and Jesus commands us to touch the leper!


Would He do that if there really were any possible threat to our health by it?  We can say this, that if He consulted one of today’s doctors before laying His hands on the lepers, they would have told him “Don’t do it.  You’ll catch leprosy”!


Is that what we would call agreement?


As Jesus described His impending suffering and death, Peter with undoubtedly “kind, well-meaning” intentions differed with Jesus about “the plan”.  In a stern rebuke, Jesus replied to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.”


For too long we have failed to recognize that this different gospel (“the Lord wants his children to go to the doctors of this world”) comes from the pul-pit of hell!  It is designed to pre-empt the true Gospel of Jesus and negate the power of the blood for us as believers!  To make it even worse, it says so blaspheming in the name of Jesus! 


It is designed to cunningly advise us AWAY from the truth and AWAY from pure obedience, as it purports false knowledge as though it were real (God’s) knowledge.  It declares the simple approach of Jesus to be irresponsible, irrational, and life threatening.  Ironically, it even does so in the name of Jesus!!


One of the most successful and dastardly kidnapping tricks has been that of telling a child that the child’s mother sent them (the kidnapper) to pick the child up.  Similarly, the devil has gotten the church to tell the world and its very own people, that the Lord has sent the doctors to heal them!  
Truly, this is a dastardly doctrine of demons!!

 
Jesus lived on this earth within a physical body but experienced a different kingdom that was not of this world.  He was able to do this by the spirit of His Father actually living on the inside of Him.  We in the twenty-first century are under the same instruction and enabling to experience this very same kingdom as well by the same power!


That is not to say there is anything wrong with washing our bodies.  But if we do so to actually protect others or ourselves from disease, then it is not according to the way Jesus walked.  It is not of faith and is therefore sin!


We as believers should walk in this faith.  If we know a fellow believer who is sick with what the world calls a “contagious” disease, we should go boldly to pray over that person.  


No disease is contagious to a believer who walks in faith!  


The Bible declares that we as believers have the authority, not the disease!  The believer has been given a power of protection that the world does not know or understand.  In fact, the truth we have been given by the Word of God does not match, does not mix with, and is downright stupid in the eyes of the world!  


We cannot say that we are going to cleanse the leper (by faith) while we wash our hands not to “catch it” (by sight).  What a laughable irony!  


How the devil has enjoyed our doing this!  There is a worldly expression that describes this.  It is called “being caught with your pants down!”


We must stop using the terminologies of this world.  We must stop operating our lives as if we were powerless in this realm.  It is time that we stop confessing the powerlessness of a world that does not know the Blood of Jesus.  We have been given all power as partakers of the Blood of Jesus!  


We must take authority over all diseases in this world, and wield that authority because of the blood of Jesus!  Let’s make His suffering and shed blood count in our lives – every part of our lives!


We don’t protect ourselves from disease by tasting of that disease.  Inoculations have no place in the life of a true believer!  We enjoy protection – real protection – by faith in the shed blood of Jesus!  If the Lord could spare all of Israel crossing the desert for 40 years from even one disease, can He not protect His saints, in whom His Spirit now literally dwells?


So, you may say, “Moses was a prophet, and that’s why they saw the miraculous!”  That is true, he was a man of great faith.  But the word of God says that if you or I am even on the bottom of the list – the least – of believers today, we have been given greater power and greater authority than Moses had!  This is what Jesus Himself has told us!  In Luke 7:28, Jesus said, “the least in the Kingdom is greater than the greatest of the prophets!”


We must continually walk by faith and not by sight!  We walk by what we know in the spirit realm, not by what we see with eyes of flesh.  For the Bible says that what is seen is not real, but what is not seen is real!

An Idea Called A “Germ”


When someone has been hit with disease, there are many symptoms.  Satan has categorized particular groups of nuisance effects for each disease he attacks with.  Those physical effects that are demonstrated in their body are referred to as “symptoms”, that is, things that happen at the same time. 


Medical “scientists” have personally chosen a cause.  They have chosen to believe that the smallest of those symptoms – the little “organisms” they call “germs” – must be cause.  Their rationalistic philosophy guides them to say that the cause must be “see-able”, and it’s got to be the one that is the hardest to see!


Rationalists always make personal choices for what they believe.  The Bible tells us there is one cause, and that it is a person.  His name is “evil one”, or Satan.  


According to the Bible, these organisms, along with coughing, sneezing, pain, mucus, fever, are part of the effects and not the cause!  As we have already seen, medical science doesn’t acknowledge or agree with what the Bible says at its very foundation, so it has decided that those organisms are the cause!


That is not to say that the devil does not cooperate with their choice of belief!  It does him well to control his spiritual kingdom according to their choices of scientific faith and cause it to appear very consistent!  


He loves cooperating with their cause and effect ideas, because that gives him more ability to confuse the truths of scripture with false teaching backed by demonstrated evidence!  That is, he tries to polish all his tracks! 


Too often we believe that “consistency equals truth”!  The “Master of Deceit” always needs something “rational” or “right” looking in order to convince his victims!  Why would he not direct his devils in a way that “matches” his teaching?


In this same way, he sets up his attacks often in a way that would “give evidence to” this theory of “germs”.  His whole realm of seeming “power” is in the realm of delusion, deception, and trickery.  It may all balance out for a while, but in the end it comes crashing down!


“There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to destruction!”


I recently saw a new acronym for fear – false evidence appearing real.  This is what Satan has done with the scientific medical realm.  


He loves doing it, because it is his best shot at keeping people away from God’s glory!  It is his best shot at keeping believers away from the realm where they literally can rule over him!


That’s like a prowler trying to convince you there’s no point in shooting him, because the gun you’re holding isn’t real and has no bullets.  Deception is his only hope!


When it comes to disease, disease – that is Satan himself – has already lost.  Jesus bought the weapon and He placed it in our hands – His very own blood!  At this point, deception is Satan’s only hope!  He knows what our undivided faith can do to defeat him, so he has lead us “by disguise” to divide that precious faith!  


Therefore, the key to defeating the enemy is not in obtaining the right weapon.  The key lies in obtaining the right understanding.  The weapon is already in our hands!  Hallelujah!

All Drugs And Sorceries


It is for this reason that Satan has also set up the kingdom of drugs.  In Revelation 21.8, we read of the second death that awaits all workers of iniquity.  One of the areas of iniquity listed specifically is that of sorcery. 


If we look at the Greek word for sorcery, we find that it is pharmakeus, which comes from the Greek word “pharmakon”.  This word stands for “drug, spell-giving potion” or “druggist, pharmacist, or poisoner, magician, and sorcerer”.   


These things are all in the same realm: the manipulative, deceptive world of demonic spirits.  They are all part of Satan’s collection!  


Just because some drugs are packaged under a certain manufacturing label and others are sold “on the street”, does not mean there is any spiritual difference between the two!   


Just because some drugs can be found on this year’s Food And Drug Administration’s list of approved medicinal drugs and others are not, does not mean that there is any difference in the eyes of the Lord!


Sorcery is the use of certain material objects to manipulate evil spirits into performing in a particular way.  Many times the activities are designed to achieve a positive end, similar to “white witchcraft”.  If all the effects of witchcraft were obviously bad, Satan couldn’t get as many people to enter in!


How deluded the church has been to believe that there are any “good drugs” or “holy drugs”!  Even if this were true, by whose spiritual discernment do we separate the righteous drugs from the unrighteous drugs?  The AMA?  The Food and Drug Administration?  The drug companies?  The United States Congress?  


Since when does the Body of Jesus entrust the question of holiness to a pagan agency?  In other words, since when should a believe appeal to the world’s standards for what is right or wrong?  


One year a drug can be classified as “bad” and the next year classified as “good”.  Since when has our God been so wishy-washy?  


Should the Lord read the latest American Medical Association Journal to determine which drugs He will count against His children this year and which ones He will not?  Does a guy who died and went to heaven a year ago who took a drug when it was legal pass Heaven’s gates, when a guy who died this year and took the same drug after it became illegal will go to Hell?


In the realm of sorcery, direct association with certain material objects invokes the activity of demons.  There usually are tangible results!  That is, true sorcery usually “works”.  Satan is real, he is earnest, and has cunningly worked out systems of seeming cause and effect, whereby demons must do certain things when certain natural circumstances are present.  


In the old fairy tale “The Emperor’s New Clothes” the swindlers did the same thing.  Although neither the cloth nor the thread actually existed, the false seamsters were able to fool the king and take away his money and his dignity.  They did this entirely by their skill of making false evidence appear real!


Often sorcery is performed with the intention of bringing about a positive result.  Some witches brag about the people they have healed, and undoubtedly they have influenced disease-causing demons by their power!  In this realm, the devil has assigned demon spirits to work and move on his behalf.  Often he uses something that appears to be good to lead us to his evil!  We already know that.


Satan loves to lure us.  Lures are pleasant.  Lures satisfy needs many times.   And lures sometimes – momentarily – affect us with outcomes that we think the Lord would have us experience, like alleviating our pain, ending certain symptoms, etc.


Therefore, in the realm of drugs, the devil has set it up with evil spirits that they move in certain ways when people “take” certain drugs or potients.  There usually is a consistency in what happens to the body with each drug.  


Certain drugs are hallucinogenic, and we can count on them to produce that effect.  Some drugs are poisonous, and without the Holy Spirit’s protection, they surely can kill a human body.  


There have been some drugs, where their presence signals the spirits of disease to halt or slow down temporarily, such as drugs taken for depression or anxiety.  Most people would call these “good drugs”. And they do work!

  
Still, they are in the devil’s realm, instigating certain specific responses by the same evil spirit agents that are causing the trouble in the first place!  Many times, however, those spirits just move on to another part of that person’s body!  In other words, these medicinal drugs are simply giving different assignments to those evil spirits (i.e. “side effects”).


“Wonder” drugs have in the past produced effects that are for the most part greatly appreciated.  But such “miracles” come by the hand of witchcraft, and not the hand of God!  They may alleviate certain bodily symptoms, but one will never know what true and complete miracles from the Lord’s hand were stopped as they preempted His touch!  


In addition to this, we know that every drug has at least one negative side effect on the body – even the “good ones” do!  One can verify this by looking at the Merck Manual, listing every medicinal drug there is, and its negative side effects.  Those side effects are always destructive to the human body.  


Would the Lord send us to an answer that potentially harms us while it helps us?  The Word of God says that every good and every perfect gift comes from above!  


He does not rob Peter to pay Paul does He?  He does not fight our pain by giving us more pain!  He does not help one part of our body, by starting a problem with another part of our body!  He is a GOOD God.  He gives us GOOD answers!  


What kind of plumber would service a leaky pipe by saying, “In order to fix the leak in this pipe, I must produce a leak in another one!”  What kind of God would solve one need by producing another need?  That’s no solution; it’s simply a change.  


Similarly, inoculations are a “mutual cooperation” that the devil has set up.  We call upon a “little bite” of evil, to spare us from a greater amount of evil.  I sense the devil loves to see believers do this!

 
We are to apply the blood of Jesus – by faith – over our mortal bodies, to protect us from disease.  We are not to apply the serum of disease – a serum of the evil itself - to protect us from evil! That’s like bribing the mafia to leave us alone! It is also how insurance got started in this country!  


We as believers are commanded to overcome evil with GOOD!  Specifically, we are to apply the blood of Jesus!  We are to employ its power to protect, prevent, heal, relieve, change, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous – whether it is sin or disease!  


In short, when something goes wrong with us, we are to apply the blood of Jesus against it!  For a believer, the remedy is simple but extremely powerful, and we are to apply it against any and all works of the devil sent against our reborn being!

Unclaimed Masterpieces


The Lord did not beat around the bush about it - He wants to be the Provider of our needs!  He wants to bring us not just seemingly “good” gifts, but He has perfect gifts to bring us!  And just as important as the outcomes themselves is the glory that He intends to receive for bringing them about!  Answering our needs and fixing our problems are God’s intentional set-ups for us, and His primary way of showing us how wonderful He is!


If there were a poor widow asking God for the money to pay her mortgage, would we say, “Beg, borrow, or steal – however it gets here, we’ll say that the money came from God”?  This is what “situational ethics” would say – “the end justifies the means”.  


Of course not - a true believer would encourage her to do what she knew to do, and then await a special move from the Lord in answering her need.  Our relationship with the Lord means everything, and therefore it is vital that we do and receive as an outflow of that relationship.


It is the act of receiving from the hand of God that matters the most.  We are to pursue the Provider, and we are to pursue His Hand.  As we do that, He provides.  We are to have our eyes on Him, and He will do it!


What if a man were to ask her for “favors” in exchange for the mortgage amount?  Would we praise the Lord?  When someone “gets past” a disease, or maybe feels fewer symptoms from their illness, should we automatically assume that the Lord is happy about it and was glorified by it?  Should we then so automatically give Him praise?  


Witchcraft gets “positive” results too sometimes.  Does that make the Lord happy?


Medicine strives to conquer on the flesh realm.  When we put down our spiritual armor (or maybe tuck it in our back pocket) while they use theirs – is that really to God’s glory, or is it to medicine’s glory?  In other words, does it point to the talents of God or to the talents of medicine?


God is not mocked!  


Imagine if someone were desirous of painting a wall in his or her home.  Their father was a master painter – deeply desirous of blessing his child with his best work.  While the father specially prepares all the special paint, the homeowner goes ahead and asks another, younger and less skilled painter to do the job.


When the job is done, the wall is indeed covered with paint, for which the homeowner is glad.  But it in no way comes close to what the father would have done.  Should the father join in on his child’s rejoicing?  I don’t think so.


And yet, we have sought out help from a group of people who follow a pattern of answers – directly contradictory to the Word of God.  When something “good” does happen, we say, “Praise the Lord.  See how God uses doctors?”   And we have no idea what He would have done, what He would like to have done!  


We have kicked Him off the stage.  We would like to think that we had two individuals, two “friends” on the stage together.  Somebody lied to us and told us that Jesus and the doctors are all good friends – one happy “team”.  They are not!  


We have actually asked our precious Lord to share His glorious and mighty stage with Apollo (to whom every medical doctor in the United States has sworn to)!  We have had the unknowing audacity to ask that His blood cooperate with and even empower a doctrine that was created to contradict Him!  We have asked Him to share a stage with a direct enemy of His!  Besides that, we have asked Him to even assist Apollo!  Most of us wouldn’t do that to our kid brother!


Guess what.  He left the stage!  In His mercy, He may have held off worse destruction from coming against us.  But we will never get to see what He and His real glory would have had in store for us.  He will not let His talent (his Glory) get intermixed with man’s.


He said that no flesh would glory in His presence.  That’s because, when He has been truly allowed to do “His thing”, it is so glorious and beyond what man could ever do, that it cannot be confused with man’s doing!


How we, His very own children, have insulted His handiwork!  We have put the stamp of His signature on “work” that in no way comes close to the magnificence of what He would have done.

  
That’s like allowing a 2-year old child to draw something, sign a famous artist’s name to it, and then hang it in an art gallery!


For the sake of the name of that artist, no good gallery steward would allow something as insulting as that!  Why have we allowed the name of Jesus to be associated with feeble results and even failure itself?


The Bible says that if the children of God will do what they have been instructed to do in the SPIRITUAL realm, then they will have the victory over disease!  Either this is literal, worthwhile, good-news truth, or it is a misleading metaphor!  Either it is a reality for our entire life for all diseases, or it is no reality at all!

We must get off of our fences in this issue!


The children of Israel when crossing the desert for 40 years never, not any of them, experienced any disease!   This was a supernatural protection!  


And the Lord offers this to us His children today.  But we must go after it by faith!  Like an insurance policy, it requires that we submit a claim.  So it is with our faith – the protection is ours, but we must submit our faith exactly as the “policy” requires, or we will not see what we are entitled to.


We as believers have a choice.  We can live and dwell in the Holy Spirit, in the Kingdom of God, where we enjoy protection from and victory over disease.  We can experience true and consistent victory over every disease if we walk according to the truth that Jesus gave us.  We can see dominion over disease, if we will go into that kingdom - and stay there!  


We can also choose to ignore that truth by going back into the realm of flesh.  We may vigorously defend ourselves in doing so, but we cannot escape the compromise that happens to our faith.  We cannot escape the compromise that always prevents our would-have-been victories and successes!  


To see things in the flesh, to assess things in the flesh, to fight anything (especially disease) in the flesh, is to be where Jesus told us not to be!  


We live not by the principles of this world, but we live by the Word of God.  This means literally!

He Handles It All


Paul said in Romans, “Whatsoever is not of faith is sin!”  And when we mix two things that clearly the Lord has told us not to mix, then we sin!  When we mix healing faith with “healing” drugs, we sin!  When we mix healing through prayer with “healing” through surgery, we sin!


I John 1:9 says, “All have sinned, and come short of the Glory of God.”  He says that sin entails our not seeing God’s best played out in our lives.


To say that a person is seeking the help of a doctor of this world is to say that this world needs Jesus!  But to say that Jesus welcomes or endorses this help is to absolutely insult Him!  


To say that our Jesus and His complete and precious work on the cross is not enough for all of our health problems is to degrade Him and rebel against all He taught us.


It degrades His love for His children.  It degrades the power that He paid such a high price to have always available to His children.  It denigrates the love and total care that the Father has for His children and has provided literally for us through what Jesus did on the cross! 


There is sad irony in our churches today.  We hear some preachers preach up a storm over spiritual valor, purity in life and living by the Spirit.  Then we hear them unabashedly refer to this area of idolatry in their own life!  


It is unfortunate to watch them personally abdicate all their would-be spiritual authority and all their would-be spiritual power in the Holy Spirit, as they with childishly immature faith submit their own bodies to a flesh fighting “doctor”!  


I’m sure the devil has been bellowing with laughter for all these years.  How happy he is when we ignore the verse, “We fight not against flesh and blood, but against principalities and powers, and the rulers of this world!”  


Only Satan himself could have devised so successful a system that the Lord’s children have traded in that costly declaration for one that says, “When it comes to our health, we fight not against principalities and powers, but we fight against flesh and blood!” 


It’s like a parent screaming and yelling to the kids that no animals are allowed in the house, while they are holding in their own hands a poisonous snake!


God uses doctors?  Well, think to yourself.  If you deliberately replaced His teaching and instructions with something totally and purposely opposite of His, do you think He would delight in using you?


 All the devil has to do is to get our eyes off of Jesus, and then he can rest easy.  For when we do that, we divest ourselves of our power over the devil, and we walk right into his hands!  As if our power comes when we wear a certain uniform, all he needs to do is to tell us it’s time to swim, and we take our “spiritual” uniform off.


All he has to do is get us to choose different weaponry.  All he has to do is get us to “de-spiritualize” our battles, take us away from where we are stronger than he is, and then he can go in for the kill!  


Our victory is based on the finished work of Jesus, and our unwavering, unpolluted, total belief and trust in that finished work as it applies to us – even our very bodies!  Our victory is based on faith alone!  


If we need any human assistance for that, then it is only to get spiritual encouragement from spiritually strong people!  It certainly would not be to change or mix our battle strategy!  


If we fight anything, including disease, in the natural, then we weaken the very potent arm of power we have been given in the spirit!  It is a very dangerous thing to play with.  Compromise is always dangerous, and it can even kill you!

Christian Doctor – Another Saint In Progress


This huge, widespread welcome of the world’s doctors and their world of medicine has insidiously crept in among the followers of Jesus!   Despite recent outpourings of revelation on the power and authority of believers, most preachers still today endorse this arm of flesh – this major powerful idol of the world.  


Unfortunately, some of these preachers can have a pretty condemning attitude on other believers about the faith failures they see around them.  Yet like a spiritually naïve, weak, cowering Christian, they demonstrate how spiritually empty-handed they really are as they submit their body to these champions of flesh!


It’s almost as if we are saying, “This faith stuff is wonderful to think about, but when you’re talking about actual life and death matters, let’s not fool around.  Let’s use “wisdom” (that of the world), and use real answers!”



Even human doctors who profess to be believers do not by their association with the Lord change the faith denying nature of what they do when they “practice medicine”.

  
When they pray, they may do so in accordance with the Word, but when they “do their medicine”, they are in accordance with Hippocrate’s word!  Hippocrates would not in anyway say what Jesus said, and Jesus did not in any way say what Hippocrates said! 

He or she may acknowledge the spiritual realm and may acknowledge much of the power Jesus gives those who follow Him!  He or she may even have seen the demonstration of miracles, and believe in miracles!  He or she may even share the Lord with his or her patients, and they may pray with or “over” their patients.  That’s a good start.


But if they do not narrow down their “practice” to give only what Jesus gave the sick, then they are not “practicing” what Jesus preached! 


If they do not acknowledge Satan as the only foe to fight and not things seen with the natural eye, then they are not “practicing” what Jesus preached. 


If they are not there simply – that is solely – as ministers of the blood of Jesus over a person’s body, they are practicing another gospel.  


If they do not fight with spiritual authority only – that is not with drugs or surgery – then they are practicing another gospel.  


The perspective from which medical treatment comes is NOT according to what the Bible teaches on disease!   The weapons with which medical treatment fights, are not those that the Lord equips us to fight with!


The original word for sin comes from the Greek word “hamartano”, which means “missing the mark”, veering away from the target.  It usually means going in a similar direction, but being slightly off from the start, which makes it further away from the target the further it travels.


Every believer is to do what Jesus did and how He did it – to heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the leper, and proclaim the good news of the Kingdom!  For when someone is sick, we give him or her Jesus – not pills!  When someone is sick, we give him or her the Truth, and that Truth will set them free.  


If we truly are a believer, we declare healing to them in the name of Jesus.  If we are not preaching to all the good news of the Kingdom of Heaven, we are preaching a “different gospel”!  If we relate anything other than simply what Jesus would relate concerning their need, then we are preaching a different gospel!  


There is no other message we are to give!  If we are to touch the sick, it is not to find out what sight tells us.  If we touch the sick, it is to lay hands on them, or to anoint them with oil, in order to administer what faith tells us to do!


We have literally added to the gospel that Jesus gave us when we say, “He uses doctors” as if He wants us to go them.  We have actually changed the gospel that Jesus gave us when we say Jesus likes to impart His healing through the doctors.  And these additions and changes we have made have literally polluted the gospel of Jesus Christ!


It is a doctrine that has popped out of somewhere – that is not the Bible!  It is a doctrine that sticks out like a sore thumb among other Biblical doctrines that are preached and often preached fervently today!  


And yet because it has been so well incorporated into the Body, for most believers it has gone undetected.  Even some believers with great faith have unknowingly kept feeding this demonic teaching!  


For some, the doctors of this world have assumed the place of such a cherished idol, that they do not want to see that this arm of flesh is indeed an idol!   


If we are in a “profession” of this world that addresses battlefronts specifically addressed in the Word of God, then we must examine ourselves carefully.  If we have in any way substituted the battle gear instructed in the Word, with any battle gear we obtained from the world, we are in disobedience.  


We don’t get “make-up” points because we “witness” in our job.  We don’t purify our rebellious indulgences simply because we ask for God’s help or wisdom on our job.  If we turn from what He has already given us – His wisdom found in His word, then we are in disobedience!  

 
He never said that He was going to raise up doctors on our behalf!  If He wanted to He could have, since there were many doctors around during the time of Jesus!  Hippocrates already had much influence in the world at that time.


Instead, Jesus said that He would raise up ministers of the Gospel!  Because with the Gospel of Jesus working in our life, we have all the answers and provisions to all of our needs!  One of the only prayers that Jesus gave His disciples to petition the Father with was that He (the Father) would send more laborers (ministering members of the Kingdom of Heaven!) to the field!


When the poisonous snake bit Paul, he didn’t cry, “O, I wish I had my snake-bite kit!”  Instead, his faith responded, and he was fine.  That is what our faith should do for us and our loved ones as well!

  
For someone to claim to “practice medicine” in a Christian way, could only truthfully say that if he just spoke His authority over the disease for it to depart!  That is the only truly Christian, Biblical way to “practice medicine”!


For anyone to claim any differently would be similar to a prostitute saying that she performed her job with a good Christian perspective!  To say I use my profession as a doctor to lead people to the Lord is no different from a prostitute justifying herself by singing gospel music “before, during, or after”!


The Lord calls us out of the world by His Spirit. While He is accomplishing His work in us to “come out of the world”, He does use us – even to lead people to the Lord.  


But in this profession, let it be clear, that the methods and the presuppositions are of the world.  In this profession, the “calling” arises out of the world, and not the Word of God!  In this profession, the “miracles” are from another gospel, and they are not of God!  They do not reflect the perfect and complete miraculous works that the Father is “standing by” ready to do for His children.


The Word of God declares that the Lord has provided perfectly for the health of our bodies by the shed blood of Jesus.  The Word of God declares that we all have unlimited share of that provision if we will receive it.  


Therefore, this profession is “of the world”.  While the Lord may be gradual in calling a child of His away from this profession, let there be no mistake that this profession is not part of the ministry of the Holy Spirit!!

The Word of God declares that the human beings we are to seek out for “healing” assistance are not those with an eight-year, medical doctorate degree.  It does not instruct us to seek out those of particular intellectual ability or those who have a particular license.  Our assistance in healing is not to come from drug dealing doctors!  


The Word of God declares that the human beings that we are to seek out to assist us for healing are those who are rich in faith.  We are to seek out those who have aged in their walk with the Lord – the true “elders” within the church Body.


They are not those who have studied the water under our feet; they are those who have sat at the feet of Jesus, on whom we are to now keep our sight fixed!


They are not those with exceptional intellectual acumen; they are those with exceptional spiritual depth, devotion and intimacy with the Lord!  


They are not those that have spent a great deal of time scouring data collected and interpreted by man.   They are those who have spent a great deal of time sitting at the feet of Jesus, carefully “collecting His words” upon their heart!  


We are not to seek the balm of the drug companies, but the balm of anointing oil and the presence of the Holy Spirit who is eager to heal us!  


We are not to go to those the world says are best qualified to fight flesh and blood.  We are to reach out to those who have muscled their faith, so that it has now gotten strong. We are to go to those who are qualified with a faith to believe - without wavering - that the Lord is willing and able to act, no matter what it looks like!  We are to seek out those that the Word of God calls “elders”.  


There may be a particular sin we are in, and the Lord may need someone with good spiritual eyes to point it out to us!  Many times disease gains entrance into our bodies through a sin.  Since “unclean” means both disease and sin, sometimes both can be “happening” to an afflicted individual at the same time by the same spirit!  


Notice in James, it says that when a believer is sick, and calls for prayer and the anointing with oil, not only will his disease be healed but his sins will be forgiven him as well!


The Word of God declares that sickness and disease are the works of the devil.  If Hippocrates had believed that, he would never have started what he did! But since he thought the word of God was foolish, he deliberately turned people’s eyes away from the Lord.  He deliberately redefined the battle and redrew the battle lines!


Why would a believer want to support his thinking?


His same perspective is still followed by all medical doctors today – whether they call themselves Christians or atheists.  If one claims to merely impart the healing of Jesus in what they do, then they certainly would not have people call them “Doctor So-and-So”.  Merely “Brother So-and-So” would do.  


They certainly would not associate with the image of foreign gods, as the AMA does.  The cross would do!


For sickness and disease do emanate from spiritual activity, and we as true believers do have all authority over that activity!  The more we use it, the stronger it gets.  The more we abdicate it to a “war of flesh and blood”, the weaker we get.  It’s that simple!


As with any other battleground, either the battle is the Lord’s or it is someone else’s.  If we will stand with faith and patience, we will see the salvation of the Lord.  If we do more than stand, in addition to or instead of, then we “tie the Lord’s hands” on our behalf, and we will be on our own.

How To Ruin A Seed


The gospels describe how Jesus went to many different towns.  In some towns, all the sick were healed.  In other towns, the Word says He could do only a few miracles, because there was so little faith.  Perhaps some of those towns, like today, were already taken in by high hopes given them by the itinerant doctors of the day!


So the “little faith” obviously did not refer to the amount of faith that they had been given.  The Bible tells us that to each person is given a “measure” of faith.  Everyone in every town had enough faith to draw from, no matter how big their problem was!  


The problem obviously had to do with their willingness to place that entire measure in Jesus, and in Jesus alone!


In other words, the problem had to do with – just as it does today – how much of their faith they were willing to place in MIRACLES alone!


Jesus is a MIRACLE healer!  If we say we truly trust in Him, then we must mean that we trust in His miracles!  Jesus means miracles for our lives!



When Jesus said, “The just will live by faith”, He was referring to miracles!  Our lives as believers should exist in the realm of the miraculous.  Miracles – unordinary events – should be commonplace in the life of a believer.  He wills for the events and paths in our life to be brought about miraculously by our faith in Jesus!  


Our sustenance is miracles!  We live by them, and we go from one miracle to another.  That is the nature of the Kingdom of Heaven!


Today, we hear some say, “Lord, give me more faith”.  However, this is not what we should be asking for.


Most people know that to become a body builder you don’t ask for more muscles.  Instead, you yourself must decide to work out with the ones you have!  Our faith works the same way!


Surprisingly, according to Jesus, everyone is given enough faith to literally move a mountain!  Nobody needs to ask for any more faith!   The amount of faith is not the question.  Our goal, rather, is to place that entire seed, intact, and deposited into the right field – God’s Word!


We have had enough faith up until this point.  But Satan has been causing the church to break apart its seeds, rendering them incomplete and totally worthless.  This is the reason why many miracles seemed to pass believers by, even when they were seemingly “doing everything right”!    


Most would not have done this had they known.  Many believers have believed the lie that to believe in the help of the world’s doctors was part of believing in Jesus.  These believers literally broke their seeds, destroyed their seeds, and it cost them their very lives!


Isaiah calls to those “without any other lights” to enjoy His light.  But for those who provide for themselves flaming torches, he declares this – “you shall lie down in torment”.


That’s why His was and is a gospel to the poor – poor of any other means, poor of any other answers, poor of any other gospels.  To the poor He shows Himself to be ALL He truly is!  


On the other hand, to those rich in answers, rich in resources, rich in other schemes, He cannot and will not show Himself!

Last Ditch Faith 


Today we do see many examples of the Lord’s healing touch.  But sadly, most believers wait to give that one hundred percent only when they have gotten all they can get from the doctors of this world!  


The Lord moves in this earth when His is the only stage there is.  He touches when and where He is the only hope!  How sad, that too often we look to Him as that only source only when we’ve exhausted that of the doctors of this world!  “Last ditch” option – what a poor place we have given to such a mighty Jesus!

 
And what we do not see today is the raising from the dead.  Although we have begun to see some great healing miracles, we are getting only part of what the Lord wills.


Not only have we kept many of the ministers muzzled by labeling them as “lay people”, but even among those who do go out to heal, we are only seeing a portion of what He wishes to display!  That is because we seek Him primarily as the Omega.  


When we go to Him last, after our “real” doctors have given us no more hope, we go to him as “Omega”, meaning “the end”.  But we must seek Him as the Alpha, too!  For it is when we go to Him as “Alpha and Omega”, we will begin to see things really happen!


Why do we as believers only urge people to seek Jesus when they are struggling in that water?  We as believers should know better.  


Our health is under the full control and domain of Jesus and the empowerment He has given to us His followers.  He would have us walk in that empowerment without ever succumbing to disease.  He has given us that opportunity for real, as long as we “only believe” and keep our eyes on Him!


It is interesting to read about the life and confession of Smith and Polly Wigglesworth.  There have been several powerful spirit-filled evangelists who have had signs and wonders following, but to me no one as striking as Smith Wigglesworth.  


Unable to read until he was in his twenties, the only book he ever read was the Bible.  Then, after receiving a special touch from the Holy Spirit, Smith truly consecrated his life to spreading the news and power of Jesus to the world.  Not only were countless numbers of sick and demonically oppressed people made totally whole, but he raised numerous people from the dead – about fourteen in all!


One of the interesting things about him and his wife was that early into their calling, they saw that they were to go to only one physician for their bodies needs, and His name was Jesus!  They promised the Lord their entire devotion for their healing and did so “right from the beginning.”  


Never did they go again to a human physician for any sort of help after that.  Never did they need any help from any human physician after that!  


Even when Smith was attacked with two major afflictions (severe kidney stones and acute appendicitis), he never appealed to anyone but Jesus for deliverance!  

For six years he suffered severe kidney stones, and one time he even had “acute appendicitis”.  The only reason why he knew he had the appendicitis was that a family friend who was a “doctor” asked to diagnose him.  In disgust, the doctor told him he had waited too long with his ailment, and that he was going to die shortly.  


Wigglesworth took so little stock in what this doctor told him, that after receiving prayer from someone called to go visit him, he got dressed and went out to do some plumbing.  As he walked away, he was totally healed!

 
His faith was in one Physician and His universal diagnosis to all who believe – HEALED!  The proclamation that Smith preached everywhere was “By His stripes you were healed.  Only believe!”


Smith and Polly walked a narrow road, based on “narrow thinking” – just as it was taught by Jesus!  No doubt it was to his advantage that he never could read until his reading would be entirely devoted to the Word of God only!

  
And when it was time for him to leave this earth, he did so not by disease.  His spirit was merely lifted from his body, leaving his body limp and lifeless.


His wife “died” to this earth in the same way!  The Lord carried her spirit to join His as she was preaching, leaving her physical body limp and lifeless.  In fact, when Smith spoke to her spirit to return to the body, her spirit did return.  But the Lord spoke to Smith to let her go, because it was time for her to go to Heaven.  And her spirit left her body again.  


Once Wigglesworth answered the request of a woman whose husband was dying from an intestinal infection.  Smith felt to stay at the couple’s house to minister as the Lord led him to.  But there were also two medical doctors whom the wife had called in.  They were staying at the house, too.


Wigglesworth, from the beginning of his stay, insisted that what he do be surrounded in faith, and he therefore refused to be anywhere near the medical doctors!  He also refused to allow the medical doctors to be anywhere around him – especially in the husband’s room when Smith was there.  He even used a different staircase from theirs!


After several days, the husband grew steadily worse.  Finally, the medical doctors were proposing to take one last desperate measure on the husband.  They told the wife that if they did not do this, then he would surely die.  


When the wife told Smith, he said to the wife that if she wanted her husband to live, that she must not allow the doctors to do their thing, or her husband would surely die.  He told her she was faced with a choice, either the medical doctors and death for her husband, or wait for a miracle directly from the hand of Jesus, and Jesus would surely come through.


Smith could see with the “narrow” spiritual vision he had, that there was no in-between, no “both”, and definitely no “agreement”.  If she wanted a miracle from the Lord’s hands, she would have to forsake the doctors’ answers!


Victoriously, she did what Smith told her.  She said “no” to the medical doctors and their “life saving treatment”, and she looked “squarely” at Jesus!


Within a few short hours of this decision, her husband’s body was miraculously touched.  The fever and the infection left completely!  


Of course, the doctors could not help but acknowledge this miracle, but they were quick to offer to “finish” the job, by stitching up the remaining hole in the man’s body.  


It’s amazing, no matter what great thing the Lord does on our behalf, we humans always manage to turn around and treat Him in the next instant like He’s some half-whit or some absent-minded professor!


The wife asked Smith if she should let the doctors “stitch him up”.  His response was (you guessed it)  “Absolutely not!  Let the Great Doctor finish His own work!” 


So this procedure, too, was refused, to the doctors’ dismay and disgust.   And the Lord soon miraculously intervened again.  


He surely did finish the job!  The hole miraculously healed over with no scarring – leaving his skin looking like a baby’s skin!  The Lord did finish His own work!  


He does not need the doctors’ help in order to take care of our bodies!  He loves intervening for us – directly and miraculously!  The problem is, we so seldom give Him the chance to do this until or unless we’re desperate and have no other choices left.


Even Christians, in an effort to clutch dearly to their idol of medicine, argue “the Lord doesn’t intend us to stay on this earth forever!”  And that is true.  But the word of God also says that disease is a device of the devil, and it is not intended to be our point of exit from this earth.  


For a saint to die because of a disease does NOT demonstrate the redemption the Lord intended for us!


Too often we appeal to the argument of experience and history for our doctrine, rather than appealing directly to the Word of God!  Too many Christians today are sighting all the instances where believers were “trusting by faith” for the Lord to heal them, and they died.  


Today we have a huge realm called “mystery” surrounding these cases.  What we should really be calling it is “idolatry” or “wavering faith” that was surrounding these cases!


There is always more to their story.  We cannot always read about it.  But we do have the complete Word of God on it, and we can read all about that! 

Calling The Shots


A confession is a statement of truth as it concerns ones life.  We have been given one confession as believers concerning disease.  We derive our faith from the work of Jesus on the cross and His shed blood.  We need no other confession.  There is no other confession that is pleasing to the Lord.  Any other confession is therefore sin.  


Can, therefore, the doctors tempt us to sin?  When they declare to us any other statement than what the Word of God tells us, then they sin!  If we believe or confess anything other than “healed” by the stripes of Jesus” over our bodies, then we sin! 


The doctors of this world purport a variety of confessions.  One of their goals as doctors is to choose the appropriate confession for each of their patients.  Another aspect of their job is teaching them about that confession – the disease – and how to accept it and to “manage” it.   


Why should a believer endanger his or her own confession, which was purchased for them by Jesus’ death on the cross, by going to one of these human “professionals” who will more than likely teach them an ungodly, unbelieving “confession”?  Why would the Lord lead His children to a group that offers so many different confessions, when the Lord Himself gives us only one – by My stripes you were healed? 

The Great Compromise


Our bodies are literally the temples or “holy habitations” for the Holy Spirit!  The Lord Himself is jealous over that temple.  He has prescribed carefully for us what we are to do if that temple ever gets attacked by any evil spirit, including one of disease!  


We are to take this temple (our body) to a strong believer – or true “elder - to receive prayer!  This instruction is simple, clear, and comprehensive.  Whoever adds to or takes away from this simple, narrow instruction is in danger! 


Our body is the chosen dwelling of God Himself!  He has instructed us concerning sickness that attacks us.  The method is clearly described for us.  Wouldn’t you be particular about your personal dwelling?  The Lord was not so careless to leave the care of His own temple to “pick and choose”!


We are clearly not to appeal to those strong in scientific thought, but those strong in faith!  We are not to appeal to them for a new diagnosis, not for a new prescription, and not for a new prognosis or treatment!  


We are simply to appeal to them for PRAYER.  It’s clear.  It’s simple.  It is exactly what Jesus did.  


Have we become too smart to accept something so simple?


“God uses doctors”.  That’s true; he used the apple in the Garden of Eden, too!  Like any other idol or object of temptation, God allows their presence as an opportunity for our hearts to choose Him or to choose another.  


Human doctors are “another god” for us, when we do not have total faith and trust in the Lord and His very specific promises to us!  They give us a place to go to when we cannot accept the spiritual nature of our problem nor God’s spiritual answer to it!  

They give us someone else to ask when we cannot honestly petition the Lord with a fully trusting heart for His total sufficiency in every part of our lives.  They give us someone we can see with our own eyes – faulty as they are, when it is too hard for us to trust an unseen God to move in our very tangible problem.  

Specifically, doctors are one of the choices the Lord allows for us that He desires we not turn to!  He wants those to come to Him absolutely by choice!  

How He loves it when we come to Him with a “forsaking all other” kind of prayer, rather than always with an “I have no other choice” kind of prayer!  How He is blessed when we come to Him for who He is – not just because the human ones let us down!


The Bible says that we must come to Him believing that He is and that HE IS a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him!


Truly, one can say that He does use doctors, but not in the way that the statement implies.  Consider these main sticking points:

· Why would He work along side of one who does not AGREE with Him?

· Why would He work along side of one who operates in a field that is rooted in rebellion to His very word?

· Why would He want us to subject ourselves to a person who by-passes His work on the cross for us and would prophesy over our body as if His Word and His promises to us do not even exist?  


For the doctors of this world agree that disease is a physical matter, even though the Word of God has clearly told us the absolute opposite!  If their roots do not agree, then neither do the plants!


How can two walk together unless they agree?   WHY would they walk together if they do not agree?  Do we think the Lord is trying to learn something by watching them?  Do we think he got too tired from healing the last guy?  Do we think He’s passing a baton in a race – “Okay, Bud, this one’s for you!”


If we truly believe that the Lord would be coming from this perspective, then we do not begin to understand the depth of His heart toward us.  The Father takes very personally our calling Him and treating Him as “our Daddy”.  Jesus calls believers His actual Bride!   These are very deep and serious terms for the Lord.  

Stripping For The Idols

Imagine what He feels when we turn to another kind of answer, adorning them with title “Our Doctor”.  


Imagine what He feels when we willingly expose our bodily nakedness to complete strangers, in the name of this idolatry!


We are so entrenched in this idolatry, we as believers are even willing to disrobe for these people!  The same believers who so carefully guard their hemlines willingly expose their most personal body parts.  Most Christians believe that these human beings, often of the opposite sex, have a godly mission in seeing our very nakedness!


Their mission is a godly mission, but not from the One True God!  Their mission has a statement of its own, and it comes on behalf of Apollo and all of the other gods and goddesses.  Even if they are dear believers, as medical doctors they are seeking Apollo’s data to make Apollo’s prophecies over that person’s body!  Their mission is not the Lord’s!

The Lord guards jealously His role in our lives for all the areas He has declared Himself to be.  Ultimately, He desires that we experience Him in one particular area of intimacy - that of relying on Him for all of our needs while we live here on earth.  If we fail to enter into this particular aspect of relationship with Him, we jeopardize our relationship with him altogether.  

In the past, Israel did not always seek His help for all of their life’s needs.  Instead they sought help from the gods of the people they lived near, and eventually the Lord finally withdrew Himself entirely from Israel!  His children just could not stop going to other sources of help (gods and idols) for what they needed.  The Lord referred to their waywardness and unfaithfulness, and He called them "adulteries”!  This was the basis of the Lord’s even declaring divorce from them in Isaiah 50!  


In our modern day understanding, I believe that we do not see the idolatry in our own lives because we don’t know what idols look like!  We may not feel there are any around us, simply because we probably don’t bow our literal knees before literal statues.  


We do, however, tend to appeal for help in areas that the Lord wants us to simply trust Him for.  For that help, we expend our money and our time.  Thus we sacrifice to that help!!

  
We have a degree of confidence in these modern day sources, and therefore feel that they don’t qualify for the “foolish” category called idols in the past.  We usually don’t literally burn incense, yet there are times that we do follow procedures solely because they are ordered by these “other professionals”, even when they don’t make much sense to us.  We do things “because they said to”, and by this we show them our obedience and our devotion!


Today we may not acknowledge deity with personal names, but we - even as believers - hold in esteem and honor certain professionals of this world.  They may not have particular names of deity, but we ascribe to them titles, often without personal names, such as “The Doctor”, or “The Lawyer”.  Often these titles themselves command fear and reverence.  


We must examine our hearts, and ask what place of honor or reverence do we give these “educated ones”?  Are we bowing other parts of our lives (like our schedules) toward these helpers?  Are we showing obedience to them, when the Lord has not spoken those same instructions by His voice to our heart?  


Are we giving them reverence when we speak their titles?  Do we sacrifice to them when we exchange our valuables (like our cash) for their help?  


In a real sense, these professionals are like priests in their own particular fields.  Those fields are the fields of this world.  In fact, the world calls them fields – the field of education, the field of law, the field of medicine!  


When Jesus called us to enter His Kingdom, he too spoke often about the “field” that He willed to become a reality in us.  And we – all believers - are all called to be priests in that field!  


We are called to represent that field, and we are empowered within that field – to heal the sick, raise the dead, and proclaim the good news of this kingdom to the world.  Every member of that kingdom is called to be a priest of this kingdom.  There is no such thing as an “ordinary citizen” in this magnificent kingdom!  


How sad that we, the priests of this holy “field” of the Kingdom of Heaven on this earth, acknowledge and even appeal for help from the priests of this fallen world!  


If we go back in time and look at what the idols were to the people, we see they were not simply there to worship and bow down to.  They were worshipped and bowed down to because they were sources of help that these people were appealing to.  They made sacrifices to them (just as we do today) in hopes of acquiring protection, provision, prosperity, healing, fertility, and other needs and wants.  


This is what the idols meant to the people back then.  This is also what the idols mean to people today.  We appeal for the very same things that people did long ago.  They have merely changed form, fashioned usually in the realm of man’s knowledge (made of clay), and yet idealized – worshipped – no less than they were hundreds of years ago.  


And the other sad counterpart to this story is that the Lord’s children today are as guilty as they were back then.  Will the Son of Man find any faith (in Him alone) when He returns, or will the idols have taken over the temple as they did so often in years past?


The reason why the Lord was so jealously angered by these idols was that they were usurping the role He wanted to have with His children!   He kept telling His children over and over to go to Him, and to Him alone!  


He had established a parental name for them: Daddy – “Abba”, and later through Jesus, “Husband”.  That’s because He considered them like little children to Himself, and He wanted them to consider Him as “Daddy” to them!  His endearment towards them as innocent children, or sheep, came across to them again and again.  


Jesus referred to us as brothers, his “counter-parts”, engaged to be His wife!  In fact, when Jesus talked about “knowing” us as believers, He used the same word as that which describes the sexual act of a male with a woman.


For both the Father and the Son, their intentions with us are intimate ones!


But for some reason the lure of the other sources, the other help, the “IDOLS”, has always been tempting.  In a world where a multiplicity of answer sources (idols) was so commonplace, the Hebrew faith was unique when it taught one God  – just one source for all those needs!  It seems that for us, the Father’s outreached hand has never been good enough.


For some reason, the children of God could always eventually be lured into dividing their appeal for help to at least one idol, and often many idols.  They had one God – the very creator of this universe – offering Himself as their all-encompassing personal source for every need! Think of that!  Yet one single unseen personal God was never good enough for them.  They insisted on turning to other sources made by man.

We, today, are guilty of the same thing.

Just Another Shoemaker’s Kid


Almost two thousand years ago the Father in Heaven sacrificed His only Son that we might truly become “sons”, and intimately call Him “Daddy”.  He wishes that by this relationship, He, our all-powerful Dad, could provide for each and every last little need of His little children on earth!


Given a fresh understanding of idols and what the relationship of “idol to human” is, one can see that we – the Body of Christ - are deeply entrenched in idolatry today.  


Not only are we lured by areas of past time and pleasure (and those can become our idols), but equally if not more of our sin is in following the lure to pursue other sources for answers, provision, and help.  


In this case, we have pursued healing from other answer sources.  From the beginning, He has warned us to stay away from other answer sources!  

    
And further, whom would the Lord ever want to assist Him that would NOT give to Him ALL the glory for the great results?  If “the doctors” were truly instituted to assist Him in keeping people healed, healthy and pain-free, then why do you not hear the words of Jesus and the acts of Jesus coming from them – consistently?  


If they truly were His servants, you would hear them say, “Only believe, and Jesus will heal you.”  Instead you may hear them say, “Only take this pill, and hopefully you’ll feel better.” Or “If you let me operate, then you will be healed.”  Or even worse, “There is no hope (there is no Jesus); you are going to die to this disease.”


It is one thing to say that the Lord can use any one or any thing for any purpose He chooses!  He could use any doctor for any purpose in our life – to give us a lift if our car broke down, to loan us some milk for a recipe we were making.  


He could even use a “doctor” for healing in our life, if that doctor somehow encouraged us to wait and stubbornly hold out for miraculous intervention from “Our Dad”!  If the human “doctor” pointed us toward the Lord’s glory, then He would be used for the Lord’s glory for healing in our lives.  But his faith, and certainly not his studies in medical school, would accomplish this!  


However, when the human “doctor” uses anything other than what the Bible prescribes for our healing, then his use in our lives is not for the Glory of God.  And just because he or she is seemingly trying to help us, that does not indicate that they are the Lord’s will for His answer to the needs manifested in our bodies!


The Bible tells us that “All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.”  It is an offense to the Lord when we block the glory of God from being demonstrated around in us and around us. 


The idol the Body has embraced, along with its “other gospel”, is the idea that the Lord endorses the “profession of Hippocratic oath takers” as the believer’s first resort.  


The “other gospel” is the notion that the Lord endorses this group and where they are coming from.  


The “other gospel” says that the Lord likes how they instruct us.  


The “other gospel” sometimes acknowledges that a miracle could happen, but don’t expect it and don’t stop following the doctor’s words. 


The other gospel is the doctrine that we hear preached and assumed today – that He wants us to seek out their counsel, their prognosis, and their weapons to fight our ailment!   


None of this has any foundation in the Word of God in any way!


If it truly were the Lord’s “assistance” to the problem of health and healing in our human existence, and if He truly were behind the body of “knowledge” that it now purports, do you think He would have also supported the idea that these “doctors” should swear an oath?  Do you think He is pleased that they swear this oath to another “Physician god – Apollo”?


Read the Hippocatic oath for yourself (see Appendix).  Read into the history of this whole endeavor for yourself!

  
Even a new student of the Bible can’t help but notice the Lord’s distain for any other gods.  How could such a Holy God have possibly instituted this field or in any way endorse this field?  Why in this one single area would He promote an entire field where not only His truth is excluded, but where His truth is deliberately avoided?  

Could He possibly endorse an institution where not only is He not acknowledged as God, but the gods Apollo, Asclepius, Hygieia and Panaceia and “all the other gods and goddesses” are acknowledged instead of Him?  Would He encourage His children to submit themselves and their bodies to people who have sworn and covenanted with this group?  
Think again.

Alpha and Omega, And Other Pretty Accolades


The Lord has always told His sheep to listen for His voice.  He has always promised us to be faithful to us.  He has assured us that those who put their hope and trust in Him will be rewarded for it, and will not be put to shame.  
The Body of Jesus Christ has been fooled into thinking that all good news comes from Jesus.  It does not.  They have been fooled into thinking that Jesus stands with his weeping face in His hands when He learns that we are sick.  The devil himself has perpetrated a lie in our midst, that Jesus stands applauding the doctors for keeping us alive, so He can use us on earth for a little longer!  


The devil has painted such a whimpish, warped, non-caring image of Jesus.  And we – his Bride – have by our going to the world’s “doctors” helped him right along with it!


We have actually come to believe that there is a group of human beings that is a better “bet” for curing what ails us, than Jesus Himself!


We have categorized those instances of miraculous healings as if they are “once in a while”, only when it gets real bad “side shows”.  


Jesus wants them to be commonplace for His Kingdom, for we are part of an uncommon Kingdom!  It is only when people come to the end of their road that the supernatural hand of Jesus moves upon their sick body.  In this way, we have seen him respond as the God of the “Omega” – the “last”.   


But He is also the “Alpha” – the first!   How He would love it if He were our “first resort”, our ONLY resort!    Who can we say is any better?  “There is none like Him!”  We sing this, but why do we pass Him by as we sign on for help from the physicians of this world?  There is none, not “one” Physician – like Him!


We have a God who delights in direct intervention!  We have a God who has given us a new realm, a Kingdom that is not of this world and has nothing in common with this world.  


We have a God of power who moves with an arm ushered in by “unusual” human actions.  Countless battles the Lord handed over to the children of Israel when all they did was praise the Lord, or shout, rub themselves with mud!  The actions that the Lord instructed from man always had nothing to do with typical battle-fighting muscle; they were actions demonstrating mere faith in God and His word.  


Think about the two spies facing a multitudinous army, whom the Lord told to merely charge in with their horses, while the Lord confounded and brought fear on the over 10,000 men they faced!  The Lord won battles by unusual, miraculous means - confounding, confusing, and provoking internal strife!  


We should adjust our view when we consider this God, who does not “need” the natural on which to perform the “supernatural”!  Besides that, the only natural acts He requires of us in order to perform the supernatural, are things like praying, laying on of hands, anointing with oil, raising our hands, etc.  


When the Lord gets ready to act, the last thing He wants us to do is to start working on things or fighting them in the natural.  The last thing He wants us to do is to starting figuring things out in the natural.  The last thing He wants us to do is to be in any way confused with that which comes by “natural remedy”. 

  
When Elijah prepared the altar before the priests of Baal, what might they have thought if he poured gasoline on it, rather than water?  What might they have thought if he placed a magnifying glass over it in order to catch the sun just right?


No, Elijah, by faith, prepared for the unadulterated “demonstration” of God’s power, by giving it the least likely elements in which to occur.  It was in that kind of setting that God’s “unlike no other” power could manifest in its magnificent fullness.


That is what He wishes to do in our bodies. He doesn’t need any “help”.  And if any sort of “wisdom” says that we should “do our part” or “use what we have available”, then we need to call that advice what it is – the foolish wisdom of this world.  It is not the wisdom that comes from God because its roots do not stem from God.  

If it is a kind of thinking that does not have as its foundation who God is and what He said, then surely it is the useless, futile wisdom of this world!   


And when the help of the perfect, all-powerful Physician Jesus comes for free, why would we spend any money on someone who falls so far short of Him?


The Word of God says that He still heals today as He did when He walked on earth!  The Bible says that the believers are commanded to go and heal the sick and to raise the dead.  


It’s more than just a “feel free”, or “I’ll allow some of you to some of the time”.  It’s a command!  And if He commanded it, will He not empower us to do it?  If He tells us to wait for His hand, would He really leave us stranded?  Like a mother who promises to pick her son up at a particular time and place, he will find her there if he indeed waits in the place she instructed him to wait!


Image if you were to send your penniless child to the store to pick up some items for you.  As long as he was willing to do it for you, would you then make him beg you for the money to buy them with?  No, when it was time for him to go there, you would put the money he needed right into his hand!  He would be going to fulfill your objective, not his own!


Even so, our Heavenly Father sends us out   – powerless in ourselves, nevertheless with the command to do the miraculous works that Jesus did!  If we are willing to obey Him and if we are unlimited in our trust and our faith, then he will not force us to beg him for the power!  


Yes, His weeping face is probably often in His hands.  A stabbing reaches His heart every time He hears us referring to “The Physician”, when He knows - and we know – we are not referring to Him.  


Yes, He has wept when a dear one is close to death.  He has wept not because the “doctors” say there is no hope, but because we His children say – with Him standing just a foot away - “there is no hope”!  


We believers have in our hearts bowed to the expertise of those doctors, while we have left the miracle working Jesus at home to gather dust in our attic!

Idol On The Altar


If you are thinking that there are too many enlightened believers around to allow idols if this were an idol, then think again.  The Bible says that in the last days, seducing spirits and doctrines of demons will take MANY in.


Smith Wigglesworth noted in one of the books that he was concerned for those living in the years soon to come.  He could see that in the approaching years, men’s faith would be endangered by the many more answers that were going to come upon the earth!  He could see that faith in Jesus would have more and more idols competing for those precious faith seeds!  


Do we not have that today with “modern medicine”?  Does medicine today not boast of its own version of miracles?  The Bible told us that other last-days miracles would take place.  We have already been warned to understand that not all “miracles” come from God!


In spite of the mighty and loving hand of God upon His people, we have always had the tendency to turn to idols.  Amazingly, Gideon, right after enjoying great protective victories from the Lord, erected an idol!  Did he not know any better?   Or was a doctrine of demons effecting his faith devotion, too?  


Even after the children of Israel had experienced the parting of the Red Sea – a stupendous miracle which saved their lives – they willingly (“just in case”) invoked the help they needed from the Golden Calf!  In fact, Moses’ own brother Aaron was put in charge of doing so!  Did they not know, or was a doctrine of demons invading their faith devotion?  


Many kings of Israel stood by, even amidst other forms of devotion to God, while other gods were welcomed in their midst.  The Lord had over and over told the Jews to stay away from idols, lest His presence and His glory leave them.  However, something always persuaded them to turn to the idols anyway, even if it was just one.  Finally, the glory of God did leave Israel!


In the apocrypha we read about the Maccabees.  They were Jews living during a period of Israel’s history when idolatry was rampant.  Compromise with the world had infected al of Israel, and the glory of God was nowhere.  However, this group of Jews was determined to bring back the honor and glory of God back to Israel.  


They were stalwarts for absolute obedience to the law, fighting against compromise everywhere they found it!  Today, we have access to their inspiring stories, describing how they endured incredible torture while determined to stay away from even the appearance of compromise!


As they consecrated themselves in the regaining of true worship to God, the Lord miraculously gave them many tremendous military victories.  Their focus back on absolute obedience rewarded them with blessings once again from the hand of the Lord.


However, there was one battle in which several men were killed.  Surrounding this battle there seemed to have been too much faith and God-led direction for any of the men to die.  


Fighting back the feelings of being forsaken and let down by God, Judas Maccabeus, the Jewish leader, went out to the actual field where the battle took place.  As he examined the body of each man, to his amazement, he found his answer.  


There, strapped to the belt of each of the men who died, was a tiny little idol!  Somehow, in the “game of sin and purity”, a “little” compromise cost them everything.  By tucking in a “little extra measure of safety” for themselves, they brought destruction upon themselves!


We cannot always see into the realm of the spirit concerning our own spiritual battles.  But we, for the sake of our lives, better take seriously all that the Bible has said to us about our spiritual battles! 


To whom much is given, much will be required.  The Bible has much to say about those who have tasted of the Lord’s goodness – if we do not embrace it, it will be held against us!

Dangerous Display


The more we have seen the demonstration of the Lord’s power, the less reason we have for going anywhere else for our bodies!  The more we have seen of the Lord’s limitless, free supply of healing and creative miracles, the less excuse we have for pursuing any other answers. 


And like the tiny idol around those dead soldiers’ waists, the Lord may have to allow death’s weapon to conquer our body someday by the very word of our own testimony!  


The Lord is consistent, faithful, powerful and true to His Word.  He likewise commands from us a faith that is consistent, not wavering, not divided and placed solely and entirely in the truth of His word!


Often what comes to mind is the story of a great healing evangelist of the 20th century.  Although this evangelist had seen hundreds of healings and multiple kinds of healing touches from the hand of Jesus, this person died to a disease – a disease this person had seen several people healed from.  


Such “case histories” are the kinds that lead people to think “healing does not always work”.  Stories such as this cause people to think that the idea is too unsure, and they opt for a worldly doctor instead.


Perhaps the striking blow was allowed to come, however, because this person had also subjected their body to the care of a doctor of this world.  It is possible that this person traded in the glory of God, which they had surely seen plenty of, to rather seek help from a source that was rooted in rebellion to the Word of God.  


It is possible that this person without realizing it literally relinquished her weapon of faith, as she submitted herself to the “doctors” of this world and their weapons of flesh.  This person, too, probably believed this doctrine of demons.  She too had been led to believe that the face of this idol was really one of the “faces of God”.


So many precious believers have been deceived into thinking that their seed of faith could be placed in Jesus and in the doctors of this world at the same time and still work.  They were wrong.  They were dead wrong.


It has been observed that the miracles only seem to come when all other hope has vanished.  Why do we even bother trying to hope in a flesh-fought battle, when Jesus has given us the victory by His Spirit!


And the poor doctors; believers keep going to them for answers, until they get a report they don’t like.  Then something rises in them, and they all of a sudden get haughty with the doctors.  As if they just learned about it they reply, “No, you’re wrong!  I am healed in the Name of Jesus!  I don’t accept your report!”  


At that point, the “doctors” should reply, “Then what are you coming to me for?  Don’t blame me.  You paid me to tell you what I thought, and I told you!”  


I hear this back and forth stuff talked about all the time in the Body.  I hear about the bold proclamations believers make when they don’t like the latest thing “the doctor” told them.  


They are saying, and rightly so, “I don’t accept what you say.”  And yet, no one is saying, “Then stop going to see what they will say!” 


We have no need to subject ourselves to their thinking, to their observations, to their non-faith “healing philosophy”, when we have the truth in the Word of God concerning all our physical needs.


We do not need to subject ourselves to the needles of drugs and innoculations, when Jesus has already endured the nails of death.


It has been observed that every disease can be detected in one drop of blood from the person from whom it comes.  Well, Jesus earned the victory for us over every possible disease in the world, and in just one drop of His blood we find the antidote for every disease!  


Merely one little drop of His blood contains both inoculation and antidote for every disease, big or small, life threatening or just nuisance!  


For us to see this perform in our life is to see the Glory of God!  


How the Lord wishes that we could drink of His Glory!  To fail to drink of His Glory is to sin.  “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God!”


At one point in my life, before getting “religious exemplification” for school inoculations, three of my children were required to go through shots for enrollment at school.  I had raised them to know that with Jesus we do not need any such form of “protection” or “correction”.  I told them it was something being put into their bodies, but as believers, we have no faith or trust in it.


Since this was their first time even in any kind of medical office, and definitely their first time being around needles, it was not at all pleasant for them.  For the youngest, it was truly traumatic. 


After it was all over, that evening we were talking about it.  I began to say, “If that’s what it feels like with a needle going into you, imagine what it felt like for Jesus to have those big nails go into Him.”  And that is true.  


But immediately, as if the Lord were pressing it on me even stronger and in a new dimension, in my spirit I heard, “Yes, and it was because of my nails that you don’t need your needles!”


How merciful the Lord was in taking on all that pain, even to spare us needles!  I had never thought that way about it before.  But from that point on, I was determined that NEVER would I allow any kind of needles for such a faithless purpose ever go into my children again.  


Within just a few months, the Lord granted me favor with the school superintendent to be acknowledged as religiously exempt from inoculation requirements.  I shared with him that I never do and never have needed to administer drugs to the children or myself. I testified to the protection and healing that we had experienced due to the power of the resurrection in our lives.  And the Lord made a way for my children to attend a public school for that point in time, without my having to bow my knee to the knowledge of this world.  Praise the Lord!

  
But before this exemption from inoculations was granted, there was one more purpose the Lord had in mind.  For the first time the three oldest children (ages ten, eight and seven) went inside a worldly doctor’s office.


When the person checked them over, they not only remarked at how healthy they all were.  As they checked each child’s ears, they kept saying – of all three of them – “Your children have such beautiful ears!” 


At first I thought they were speaking of the outside shape of their ears.  But finally I asked her,  “What do you mean?”  


She said, “With childhood ear infections, you always see some sort of scarring on the inner ear tissue, sometimes a lot of it.  Your children have virgin-like ears!  None of them have any scarring at all!  I don’t think I’ve ever seen such ears!”  She was talking about the inside of their ears!


Then I realized what she was talking about – infections!  Of course!  My children had never had an ear infection - none of them ever!  Now the Lord was just proving it to someone!  


What a strange thing for today!  None of these five children had ever had one drug in their life, nor had they ever needed drugs!  The protective power of the Lord is REAL! 

And They Put Down Their Nets


Another excuse I have heard many believers use in order to hang onto this idol is that of saying “Luke was a physician.”


People used to use professions and trades as surnames or “last names” as we use today.   We can see that in names like Baker, Cooper, and Weaver.  Matthew, even after becoming one of the twelve, was still referred to as the “Matthew the Tax Collector”, for this same reason. 


Yet nowhere do we see that any of those men – or any others who decided to follow Jesus - went back to their previous professions.  There was great significance in noting that Peter put down his nets (his previous life), and from that point on he chose to follow Jesus.  He stepped into a new phase, a new calling, and a new life.  And as Jesus tells us, if any man truly follows Jesus, then he will do the things that Jesus did!


When someone declares, “Luke was a physician”, they are probably echoing today’s confusion over “career” versus the true calling of the Lord on the life of every believer!  They are also reflecting an ignorance of how little the physicians of that time were actually succeeding in their efforts. 



It would be a mere conjecture of someone naïve to the teachings of Jesus to think that Matthew should have or did go back to collecting taxes.  No one do we read that Jesus at any point returned to the trade of carpentry.  

In the same way, it is merely a conjecture of someone naïve to the teachings of Jesus and naïve to the teachings of medicine itself that Luke would have gone back to “practicing medicine”.  


After walking with Jesus as he did, and watching Jesus demonstrate the free, complete, and perfect provision of healing by His spiritual power, Luke would have been in rebellion if he had chosen to fight it again on the physical front!  


Before Luke met Jesus, his attempts to “fix” human disease – like the other physicians of his day, were about as good as a child making a castle out of mud!  The apparent success rate of physicians back then was very low.  What Luke saw when he walked with Jesus was one who built with GOLD!  


Jesus likewise sent out all – including Luke – to build with “gold” so to speak.  There is no way Luke could have or would have gone back to “mud” unless he was losing his mind!  Truly, with the power he had just acquired, the idea of Luke going back to “being a physician” using his “old methods” would have been totally ludicrous!


If he went back to being a medicine man, then Luke would have traded in the supernatural power of God which he had seen first hand, for a trial and error approach based on faulty, inconsistent man-made thought.  To go back to being a doctor, Luke would have had to forget what Jesus had demonstrated, and embraced again the notion that God had given the world a foolish and fallacious and superstitious approach to disease.


For Luke to go back to being the “doctor” he was before walking with Jesus, would have been like a kid graduating from Harvard Business School, to then go back and spend the rest of his life playing Monopoly or Candy Land!


There is no way he could have fought disease on the spiritual front, as Jesus taught him (and us) to, and at the same time to have fought it on the physical front.  One is oil and the other is water.  They do not mix.  It is one or the other.  


To try and mix the two is called “compromise”, divided faith, wavering.  To fight in the natural is to look at the water.  To fight in the spirit is to look at Jesus!  It is impossible to do both at the same time. 


To each of us is given faith in the form of a seed – one, single seed.  We have opportunity, for every area of need in our lives, to plant that seed in some field.  


We can plant it in the field of God’s word and promises according to His instructions, or we can plant it in the other fields of this world.  


However, if we take only part of that seed and plant it in the field of God’s word, and take the other portion of the seed for planting in some foreign soil, it cannot spring forth according to the promise of God.  

Like any other seed, if we break up the seed, we destroy the seed.  We must take the whole seed – unsplit, dry and pure, and place it in the ground of His soil alone!  


I don’t feel that the Lord was very far away when the academic disciplines of study of this world were given the name of “field” as well.  


So very literally, we can take our seed of faith when we are sick, and we can plant that seed into the soil of medicine, OR we can plant that seed into the soil of God’s miraculous!  If we think we can take a part of the seed to the field of medicine, we need to know that we are actually taking the whole seed there.  We might as well know that our seed has not reached the soil of God’s field at all while it touches the soil of the world and its medicine!

False Knowledge – Oxymoron or Truth

 
The prophet Daniel prophesied that in the last days, there would be an increase of knowledge.  But not all of what is called knowledge is true knowledge, according to the Word of God.  


In Proverbs we read that, “The fear of God is the beginning of ALL TRUE knowledge.”  The Bible says that if something would be called a field of true understanding or science, then it must also openly acknowledge the sovereign God and all we know about Him to be true!  


That is, if a body of “knowledge” (such as medical science) does not openly teach a fear of God - His existence, His power, His influence, and His will for man and His direct involvement in the affairs of man, then we as believers should not use the word “knowledge” in referring to it!  It is, according to the Word of God, false knowledge!


Paul warned Timothy to watch out for “what is falsely called knowledge”, for, as he warns, “many have been taken in by it, and have wandered away from the Truth because of it.”


Jesus calls us to a faith that is not divided.  He calls us to a faith that acknowledges the battles for what they are, where they are to be fought, and what weapons the Lord has put in his children’s’ hands to fight them!  Any diversion from that, any mixing with worldly understanding, worldly answers, or worldly perspective or belief, is to mix faith with unbelief!   As the jail keeper cried, “Lord, help our unbelief!”


When David faced Goliath, he did so with a pure expectant faith for something big, extraordinary, and life saving to occur!  Those around him, thinking he was naïve and foolish, offered him some heavy armor. 


By this they were saying, “At least put these on.  God helps those who help themselves.  God has given us wisdom, you know!  It can’t hurt.”


David, however, refused even that seemingly “innocent” element of worldly help as he faced his need.  He rejected them, and went on to do what he was called to do by faith – unhindered, uncluttered, and unmixed with natural or man-made answers!    

Barren Stages


Time after time the Lord has delighted in setting the stage for his glory.  He loves to totally clear out any other elements that could possibly share in or take away any of his glory.  And he often loves to use the element of the ridiculous – what is absolutely foolish in the world’s eyes!  He has often taken the foolish things of this world to confound the wise!  Never in scripture do we see God intervene in any way that could be construed as a co-effort with man or nature. 


Some believers are preaching, “Try this, too; it can’t hurt!”  But if we “add” something to our faith the Lord did not say to add, then we actually take away from and sometimes cancel out any remaining faith!


The story of David has lasted through centuries.  Every time it is told, it draws excitement as it clearly points to the Lord’s demonstrated power.   Obviously, there was no armor, there were no swords, and a mere boy of David’s stature posed no threat to the giant!  


Even the rock thrown by the sling was a “foolishly worthless weapon”, and surely could not have done it.  The Lord does not like to share His glory with anyone! 


He still delights in those “barren stages” – barren of the world, barren of any other answers.  He loves it when we come to him with open and empty outstretched hands.  He loves it when we look to him, with nothing else in the corner of our eye, no “back-up plan” or any hidden doubts in our spirit.  We may get these “other things” past the people around us, but we cannot get them “past” the eyes of the Lord!

When we associate ourselves with the arena of medicine as it is “practiced” today, we inevitably venture into the realm of the mind.  The scientific approach to and study of medicine as “practiced” today, is often referred to as “rational medicine” as apposed to religious medicine.  
This distinction is aptly applied.  For when we submit our bodies or the understandings to this field, we are submitting ourselves to the realm of the mind.  The Bible has much to say about our minds, and unless our mind is bathed in His truth, then we are to be wary of its influence on our faith!  We can even lose our faith to our own destruction if we do not watch out.


If this field (medicine) were truly bathed in the mind of Jesus, it would be doing what Jesus did for disease.  Jesus spoke His authority over the disease and it departed!  There were absolutely no scalpels, no pills, and no problems!

Holy Fools


We walk before a Holy God!  We walk on a straight, narrow, and Holy path!  We have been given HOLY directives from the Lord – what to do and how to do it.  


The road that we are to walk contains road signs – far different from those of the world!  The road signs of the world do not apply to this road, nor do the road signs of this road apply to the roads of this world.  There is no intermingling!  


Proverbs tells us to “Trust in the Lord with all our hearts, and to lean not on our own understanding”.  The warning concerning our very association with this other gospel is that it appeals to that very area that the Word of God tells us to abandon as we look to Jesus – our understanding!  


It attempts to influence our understanding, and not with Biblical truths or promises either.  It forces us to look at physical evidence – physical circumstances, organisms seen under a microscope, and bodily symptoms.  It gets us to look at the water, and to take our eyes off of Jesus.  And, as we have heard, this can be very dangerous!


The Bible tells us, “The weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for the tearing down of strong holds.”  In other words, the weapons of our warfare are not physical weapons, but our weapons are the spiritual power that God gives us to destroy the foundations from which all our problems come!  


Imagine a child trying to convince his Sunday school teacher that he trusted the Lord to change the heart of a bully at school, while at the same time he saved his money to buy a knife to stab him with!  How quickly we would recognize this “duality” and instruct the child concerning what we are to do as humans and what we are to leave up to God!


First we say that we trust the Lord, for the victory is ours in this spiritual front, because of the shed blood of Jesus.  Then we submit ourselves to the knife of a surgeon who declares that we are NOT “healed” but diseased!  So, we agree, we will be healed if we are willing to let our own blood be shed!  


How we are kidding ourselves!  


This minister of the gospel of medicine does not say, “We are healed because Jesus shed His blood.”  He tells us that we must shed some of our own blood, or we will die!  The true minister of the gospel of Jesus Christ says, “If we only believe, then we will be healed.  Jesus died for your disease, and the work has already been done.”


Those two ministers do not agree.  One is a minister of Jesus Christ, and the other is a minister of the gospel of medicine.  It is another gospel, a “different gospel”, and we are warned about different gospels! 


Their deception is so potent, that we are instructed in one of John’s letter that if someone preaches another gospel, we are not even to allow them to come into our home!


A different gospel is designed to bring good sounding news to people, but it does not come by the routes that Jesus laid out for us to choose or pursue.


We as believers always face the choice - one arena or the other.  Either we are in a physical battle, or we are in a spiritual battle.  Either the victory will go to the one with the biggest muscles, or it will go to the one with the most steadfast faith!  


Either we choose physical weapons and stay eyeball to eyeball with what we see, or we choose spiritual weapons, the ones which promise us victory if we keep our eyes on Jesus!


The Bible declares that for us who are in Jesus, that all of our battles are really spiritual battles.  And in the realm of our bodily health, the Bible is very specific, simple and clear: If anyone is sick, let him call for the elders, and the prayer offered in faith will make him well – period!  


It is the prayer of faith, not the knife of a surgeon, which will make you well again.  It is the prayer of faith, not a drug, which will make you truly well again.    


That’s the prescription and treatment that Jesus demonstrated.  That is the instruction given to all who would follow Him!  That is what Paul recognized and reminded us to do!  It is the only pure and the only holy treatment for the health and well being of where the Lord today resides – in our mortal bodies!!

Blessings Out Of Trusting

Our God is a very jealous God!  We read over and over about God’s jealousy over the children of Israel for the idols they had.  But it was not so much their hugging these physical objects or admiring the craftsmanship with which they were made.  What evoked His jealousy was the fact that they were turning to them – for help!  


We cannot comprehend it all, but we have lots of reason to know that the Lord is blessed by our reliance on Him and our trust in Him. 
We bless the Lord when we allow Him to feed us!  We bless Him when we allow him to provide for us!  We bless Him when we allow Him to heal us!  We bless Him when we give Him the entire stage of our need on which to perform His glory!


In fact, the Bible says in Hebrews that faith itself is credited as righteousness!  Trusting or believing the Lord (directly or through His servants) overshadowed and cancelled out all other things in a person’s life that would have put them into hell!  Rahab, the prostitute, was credited with righteousness because of her belief and the submission of her will to Joshua and Caleb! 


Abraham was given the title of “father” of a great, holy nation, because he simply believed God, and simply followed what He told him to do!   He went where he was led - no questions asked, no detours, no second thoughts, no piggyback plans!  He believed God as a young child would believe their parent – in a way that was as if he didn’t know “any better” or any differently.


God was looking for this kind of reliance and trust from His people, in a world rampant with an idol or god for each area of need in life.  There were hundreds of these “options” all around them.  The Lord begged His people to trust Him, and only Him.  He begged them not to rely on anything or anyone else but Him. 


He wasn’t jealous so much of what they were holding in their hands or looking at with their eyes; He was jealous of the trust in their hearts.  


He was hurt that they didn’t understand how much He wanted to be “Daddy” in their lives!  He was hurt that they would pass Him by to go to anything so powerless as the dust of this earth!  He was simply jealous to be the only one to fulfill the role He wanted to fill for His children! 


His children were always “pulled” away from waiting for Him or wanting Him.  The lure of the seen and the unseen ones of this earth always held an enticement for them, that made Him “almost, but not enough” in their hearts.  The lure of these other sources (gods, idols) always beckoned them.  It was as if the Lord would at any moment fail them or forget about them, when these other gods would not.  


How much this has hurt the heart of our Lord over the centuries.  How much He has wanted His children to see Him with the open arms of endless love, protection, provision, healing, everything that we need as dwellers on this earth!  How He would love for us to see Him and call upon Him as the all-sufficient Savior that He is!


Eventually, it cost them their relationship with Him.  As merciful and patient a God he is, time was up for Him to wait for Israel. In Isaiah 50 we read that it caused an actual DIVORCE between God and Israel! After that, He didn’t speak to them for 400 years! 


When the Lord sees a lack of trust, and even a forsaking of His table of provisions for us as we eat at the table of another, it obviously affects His heart in a deep and hurtful way.  Like something that affects our hearts in a deep way, it affects Him in feelings ranging from deep hurt to great anger.  

After a while, He literally “cannot stand” it, and His Spirit departs.  Over and over we read this in the Old Testament!


Particularly when He has shown His power and His glory to us, the Lord knows that we have good reason to trust Him and to rely on Him.  His Hand moves for us so that our hearts will move toward Him!  The more of His power and Glory He reveals for us, the more He expects us to look to Him alone!  


He actually holds us accountable for what we have seen, as He says, “to whom much is given, much will be required.”  When He has given a servant revelation on something, that servant is responsible for it thereafter!  The Lord awaits its making a difference in our life!  The more He has shown His power, the less of any excuse we have for turning to any other!  And He knows this!


Imagine a young wife who has just married a very wealthy man.  The man wishes to be a good husband for his wife, and he spends money lavishly on her!  However, part of her desire for her husband is to give of herself in particular ways, which would set her apart from any other. 


Because he has so much money, he also tends to buy in areas that his wife would like to give of herself.  One of those areas is in cooking.  She has not only learned the art of the finest cuisine, but she has also taken careful note of his favorite food items, and has thought of many fine dishes she would like to make for him!  She would love for this to be a special part of their relationship! 


If he would only allow her one night to be the cook, rather than taking her out to eat every night!  Her greatest joy would be to give of herself, rather than to receive all the time.


Finally, she arranged for him to eat at home.  She chose what she thought would be a fine example of her art and what she knew would satisfy his tongue beyond anything else!  With joy she prepared the meal for him.  That night, she lovingly set his place at the table, excited to present to him what she had so carefully and lovingly chosen and prepared for him.  


Truly, it was a success.  He could not believe how well prepared it was, down to the last spice.  He had never had such a favorite item taste so good!  And he expressed his appreciation and admiration to her for such a wonderful meal!


Hoping that the next night she could do the same, she began to think about her next meal.  But the husband called her that afternoon, telling her he had found a great new place to eat, and he had made reservations to eat there that night with her!


Not at all excited about some “new” place, the young wife abandoned her plans.  She got dressed for the chosen palate of the evening, and tried to think of a way to gently tell her husband how much she would like to cook for him – every night.


Night after night went by, her successful meal now seemingly a memory lost in the distance of the past.  With every passing week, she became more and more disheartened.  She had married to be able to give of herself, and this was one special way she was made to be able to give.  


All her husband seemed to think of was what he could do for her.  For some reason, he never understood how much she enjoyed and needed to give of herself to him!  He didn’t understand that the greatest gift he could give her was to let her give of herself to him!


Eventually, the heart of the wife gave up with disappointment.  Maybe there was somewhere else she could go to give of herself in this way!


How the Lord wishes us to let Him show us all the wonderful things He can do for us!  Instead, in this culture that is “so complete”, “so smart”, and “so full of answers”, we have given Him only one primary area – “Thanks for saving me from my sins.  Now I’ll ask the “professionals” to save me from my other needs!”

 
How must He feel when we waddle back and forth?  First we exclaim,  “Look how the Lord healed this one!  Look at that creative miracle over there!  What a mighty God we serve!”  


Then, in our next breath, we can say, “I’m going to the doctor tomorrow”, and we don’t mean that we’re going to be approaching the throne of Jesus tomorrow!    


No, we are usually referring to one who has been trained in a perspective that is opposite to the one that the Lord has laid out for us.  We are referring to one who is about to declare something to us based on what is seen with the naked eye, and not based on the truth concerning it in the Word of God.

Exclusive Reps


So today when we use the term “the doctor”, whom are we referring to?  For over a century all doctors in the United States have been required to swear their allegiance to the god Apollo in order to receive their license to do medicine!  If we therefore refer to going to “the” (singular) doctor, then according to the oath that these human “doctors” took, that one singular Physician would be Apollo!  


Furthermore, if we came back from “the doctor’s” office and it had truly been one of the Lord’s “auxiliary” offices (i.e. if God truly “used doctors”, in the way that statement is used) then we would always come back with a good report, would we not?  The Gospel, after all, is that for sin and sickness Jesus brings us good news!  


If it truly were one of His offices, we would be encouraged in our faith to trust the Lord and to believe in the finished work of His Son Jesus, because “by His stripes we were healed”.  Right?  If the doctor were an agent of the Lord (as in, “God uses doctors”), this agent – no matter who they were – could not let us get away without in some way acknowledging the head, Jesus Christ, right?  This agent would point us to its Head, Jesus, if it truly were an agent of Jesus.


Any other servants of the Lord must meet this qualification.  Who exempted the “doctors”?


We as believers have a precious, holy opportunity and obligation of love to give the Lord the opportunity to oversee and correct our physical needs.  Our “Daddy” in Heaven has asked us to call upon Him, and one way we do that is to call Him “Physician”.  For the believer, if there is any reference that we should have to the proverbial expression “The Doctor” it should be the Lord!  Let us stop superceding his position and his title by any other!

Often Jesus used parables to teach vast and deep lessons by telling simple stories.  Imagine now that you were going to work for a strict vegetarian.  This vegetarian followed the regime with absolute diligence and perfection.  You had heard that there was great honor, great authority, and great rewards for achieving the highest, dearest place in his heart and this became your goal.


However, on the days you didn’t work for him, a close friend of yours wanted to spend time with you.  That person deeply believed in benefiting from all of nature, including the animals, and he was offended when you did not eat what he prepared for you.  


In fact, in some ways you even thought he had a point.  So just in case he was right, since someone you cared for obviously cared for you and your health too, you thought it was okay if on that day you ate his meals.  Of course, needless to say, those meals contained products coming from various animals.


But on the days that you reported to work for the Vegetarian, you did a great job.  Your attitude was stellar and your work was admirable.  In fact, you knew better than most of his other workers how to perform perfectly according to his wishes.  All looked well for you to someday achieve the place dearest and highly trusted to his heart.


One day, on your day off, the Vegetarian had something very special to tell you.  He expected to find you at home, since much of the vegetarian regime must be done at home.  But still, he went to look for you.  


Finally after asking many people, he learned about this friend of yours.  He went to the house of your friend to look for you.  


As your friend opens the door to the Vegetarian’s knock, the Vegetarian looks in and sees you eating at his table.  He sees you eating the “non-vegetarian” food.  He now realizes you are not WHOLE-HEARTEDLY vegetarian!  


“With disappointment and hurt, the Vegetarian says, “I had a special place for you to sit right beside me, but I will have to find another who follows the regime not only on the days that he works for me, but also on his days off.  It is only one with a true vegetarian heart that I can fully entrust all that I have to.”


“I see your heart is divided, son.  I need one to go on and do the things that I do, but without compromise and without wavering.  I need someone who mirrors what I say, mirrors what I do, and mirrors what I feel.  I need someone for whom it would be a stench to eat what you are eating.  I need someone who sees as I see.  Only one such as this can I entrust all that I have to.  I need to find someone in whom I can see a true reflection of myself!”  

When The Fat Lady Has Sung


The greatest significance of this different gospel is that almost every pulpit in America preaches it!  Almost every pastor, preacher, and evangelist will say, “God uses doctors”, or “Don’t be foolish and stop taking your medicine”, or “The Lord wants us to use wisdom!”


It’s bad enough that we have been led away by the lure of “doctors”, but it’s even worse, an actual slap in the face to the Lord, that we ascribe their “art” and their supposed “truth” to the Lord!!  


We truly are looking at another gospel, complete with its own miracles!  The Bible warned us that in the last days there would be miracles from other sources, and that we should be wary!   Just because something produces a good effect, does not make it righteous and does not mean that it comes from the Lord!  Someone who works for the mafia can tithe his money to a church, and that does not justify the money or how it got there.


Even believers have been fooled into thinking that if the outcome is the saving of someone’s bodily life, then it must have been God.  But that is not necessarily so.   


The Lord is not just interested in the outcome.  His purpose on this earth is that who He is and what he is like be spotlighted by the outcome.  He desires to be glorified in the finished product, and the means by which that “finished product” comes about!


The Lord has set up the opportunity for calamity and hardships on this earth for the purpose of demonstrating His power and His love for us.  


What He allows in our lives can be compared to a vacuum salesman.  A vacuum salesman may strew dust, dirt and debris on our carpet.  Why would he do that?  He does this not for the sake of our automatic alarm systems, not for the sake of another vacuum company to be called in, not for the sake of learning to like a dirty carpet, and certainly not for that homemaker to clean it up!  He does this in order to go on and demonstrate the effectiveness and value of his vacuum!


Similarly, the Lord allows life’s hardships to come into our lives.  One area of these hardships includes the various temporary attacks on our physical bodies!  


But He allows this not for the purpose of calling in other physicians, not for the purpose of learning to like sickness, and not for the purpose of disability insurance claims!  His purpose is not even to raise up someone to “discover some great drug”!


Like the vacuum salesman, he is looking for our undivided attention (on HIM!) and for the opportunity to go on and finish the demonstration!  He wishes to be allowed the opportunity to show His greatness to us.  He wishes us to be quiet, to be still, and to watch!


We have screwed things up for Him time and time again.  When we meet someone who is sick, if we give him or her the name of a “good doctor”, how many times has that doctor’s name been “Jesus”?  We mess things up for His demonstration of power by agreeing with negative diagnoses, encouraging them with, “but at least you can look forward to Heaven!”  


We undersell His power when we say that “We just don’t understand why God doesn’t always heal us,” while we’re reminding them not to forget to take their pill!  


Sometimes the Lord allows the manifestation of pain in our physical bodies when there is a spiritual problem.  One of the Greek words of infirmities is “astheneia”, which means feebleness of the body or mind.  Another translation is “weakness of the soul”!


He intends the pain to be there, for the sake of calling attention to the heart matter in that individual.  Very often pain is there for our good, like when we get too close to fire.  With sickness, we, just like the world, tend to go to our answer shelf too quickly, rather than allowing the Lord to take care of our issues in His way, in His timing, and to accomplish His purposes - thoroughly!!!


We read in the Bible that Jesus deliberately took extra time in responding to the call to heal Lazarus of his sickness.  Instead of going right away, Jesus deliberately waited, knowing that by taking a little more time He was setting the stage for even greater display of His power and His glory.  More than raising him from a sick bed, Jesus was going to raise him from a grave!  


Jesus knew full well that when He would arrive where Lazarus was, that he would find Lazarus dead.  With a joy, Jesus anticipated a special demonstration of the power He had been given by the Father to literally raise the dead!


In Luke we read that when He arrived on the scene of Lazarus’ death, soon thereafter he was upset in some way.  Some translations lead us to believe He cried – as if He was sorry that Lazarus had died.  How ridiculous – as if Lazarus’ death brought sorrow to Jesus, catching Him by surprise, when the very opposite was really the case!  How ridiculous that Jesus would deliberately set a stage, and then cry over it when He got there!


No, the last thing he’d be upset over was Lazarus’ death!  The Greek word describing Jesus’ emotional reaction was a groaning, an inner grief and even anger over the unbelief He saw when He got there! He came there to bring hope and a magnificent ending!  Seeing Him arrive should have brought hope and joy, but instead all everyone could do when He got there was weep and wail.  


Even Mary, who believed in Jesus, felt that Jesus was too late.  How often must Jesus see this with His body today?  Rather than holding on literally to the Good News of Jesus, we take on the droan of a mourner, as we agree,  “This one is beyond the point of anyone’s repair, including the Lord’s!”


If He were crying over Lazarus’ death, then He would have been like a mother crying over a few drops of spilt milk, while holding a giant dishrag in her hand!


However, His knowledge of the outcome never wavered.  He was saddened to think that no one took Him seriously when He declared that everything would be okay!  Yet - in mercy - He poured out His blessing anyway.  At that point it wasn’t a reward of anyone’s faith but His own!


There were times in the Old Testament as well, when the scripture says that the Lord – for the sake of His name, or His reputation – did the glorious thing that He did.  Other times the Lord moved because of the faith He saw in the people.   


In John 9, Jesus and His disciples came upon a blind man who had been blind since birth.  Seeing this man, Jesus’ disciples asked Jesus, “Who sinned, his parents?”  Jesus said, “No one. This happened so that my glory could be revealed.”   


In other words, He said, “This happened as a stage for me to demonstrate why I came and why I can be trusted!”


And Jesus went on - to heal the man, to show why we should go to Him and why He can be trusted!  The healing – the miraculous demonstration of His glory – would not have taken place if the man had not been born that way in the first place!  Thus, the man’s blindness was for the purpose of demonstrating the healing touch of Jesus!


And so are all infirmities on this earth!  How Jesus wishes to demonstrate to this world that He now – through His body – has destroyed ALL the works of the wicked one!


Too often we place “The End” too early in the stories around us, or in our own story.  We may add quickly, “But when you die and go to Heaven, things will be different there.  Just wait until you get there.”  And in the meantime, we seek out help from medical science to correct the “goofs” that somehow slipped through God’s fingers. 


But if we truly follow in the steps of Jesus, we are to say, rather, “Stay tuned.  Get ready for a miracle!  Jesus is about to reveal His glory among the living!” 


If you truly are the believer you call yourself, then when it comes to physical affliction or disease, you should never say, “You waited too late.”  You should never say, “Have you gone to the doctor about it?” unless you really mean “Have you put it at the feet of JESUS?”  


You should never say, “They operated and there is no hope,” unless you know for a FACT that Jesus really is dead!  


You should never let any opportunity go by in which to declare who Jesus is, and why He came, and that nothing is ever impossible if you only believe!


Sometimes we need to boost our faith with modern-day miracles where Jesus came in and healed in an ABSOLUTELY hopeless case.  In one of Smith Wigglesworth’s numerous healing accounts, we read of one where the young woman was down to 40 pounds, and the Lord touched her, restored her body, and gave her a long, full life of serving Him!  


More recently, R.W. Schambach prayed over a man weighing just 60 pounds from the ravages of cancer.  His wife boldly stole him from his hospital deathbed – still wrapped in the bed sheets, and drove him to see this healing evangelist.  She carried him in her arms right up to the front of the church while Schambach was still preaching!  


Six months later, this man found Schambach in another city, and held him in his arms!  He was healed – having found the limitation and failure in the realm of worldly doctors.  He was touched by the yea and amen of the Real Doctor! 


You should never speak or act or “make an appointment” in any way which would suggest that Jesus is a liar, is powerless, is unwilling, is sleeping, is limited, or needs any enhancement to the power of His healing blood!  You should never appeal to help from the arms of flesh, unless you are really willing to say your God really isn’t all He’s cracked up to be!  


What an insult it is that most of the children of the Great Physician go to human doctors!  Imagine there were a great lawyer of this world, highly acclaimed and won all his cases.  Suppose his young child were facing a great legal problem.  Surely he could enjoy the no-charge help of his dad, but instead he went for help to another, far less experienced lawyer, and paid quite a price for their services too!


Wouldn’t we think there was a problem here?  What’s wrong, we’d ask ourselves.  Don’t they know who their dad is?  Are they not on good speaking terms?  Does their dad have no love for his very own child that he would turn them away?  Has their dad died?  Were all those good reports of his fine reputation just lies? 

I Have A Hope – It’s Not Just Emotion!


He is alive, and His Body now is us, if we have invited Him in and truly welcomed Him!  Everything else is to remain the same – same actions, same messages, same love, and same hope.  If we say we are in Him, then our calling is the same that Jesus had, and we have ONE SURE ANSWER whose name is JESUS!!


The Lord warned us that in the last days there would be an increase of knowledge.  He didn’t say that in the last days of “knowledge” our faith-walk was supposed to change.  He did warn us, though, that many – sadly - would lose their souls because theirs would change.  


In fact, Jesus seeing the days to come asked, “When the Son of Man comes, will He find faith anywhere on the earth?”  


Ever wonder why, in this day of so much Christian television and Christian radio and power preaching (which the Spirit knew was to come at this hour), He would have asked this question?


In the realm of diseases, physical ailments, and pain as they permeate the Body of Jesus Christ, if one could see the appointment books of the doctors of this world, one would proverbially ask, “Where’s the Faith?”


How we have shamed the name of Jesus, “Your Doctor”, and mocked Him, as the majority of “believers” would identify their doctor by another name!


As non God-fearing knowledge increases, so do the other answers.  And as the fields from which those answers gather credibility, so do the idols gain their footholds among the body!  In these last days, even when the Body is exposed to great miracles of the Lord, idolatry is still great and possibly even greater than before Jesus came. 


If you were to casually ask most believers in this country today what the name of their doctor was, I think we all know that most would give you a name that is not “Dr. Jesus”.  


Oh, we sometimes repeat that title, Dr. Jesus, like it’s some cute reminder that He’s like some grocery store, and we should “try His ice cream, too!”  


In fact, when someone faces a incurable disease, we may at that time step in and say, “Now, now honey, don’t listen when your doctor tells you that!  You listen to what Dr. Jesus tells you!”  


But why do we say this for only those times of no more hope, and then we go right back to them for the next ailment that comes along?  Next time some “thing” comes up with our health, down our spiritual pants go again, and we’re right back in that same guy’s office!  Come on!  Talk about wishy-washy!  


And the poor guy, the doctor, he’s only giving us what he’s been taught!  Is it fair for us to go to him for his help, when at any moment we could be sitting there condemning the advice we asked him for!


 Why should we be going to Him as though He has answers for us, when at any turn we can sit there in some spiritually cocky fashion insisting, “You’re wrong!  Doctor Jesus tells me differently!” That’s not only inconsistent, that’s not very nice to that doctor!


If this sort of conversation truly marked a turning point of repentance in our life, that would be one thing.  But too often it is a momentary faith declaration for us, and in another month or two we go back to him for more advice.  If we have the capacity to ultimately view him from an even higher perspective, from that of a perfect, all-powerful Physician and Creator God, then why do we even bother with his faulty, human perspective anyway?  Why would he be drawn to our God, if one minute our god needs his advice, and the next minute, our god is giving him advice!  How confused that doctor must be!  


And no wonder, how confused the Body of Christ is today!!

One Faith, One Hope, One Doctor


We’ve got to stop walking this fence!  We’ve got to start seeing the hand of Jesus really do His thing!  We must stop confusing His masterful artistry with the two-year old and his crayon drawings!


No, we believers should know better!  We believers should stop pussy footing around with our faith, stop pussy footing around with our healing, stop pussy footing around with the truth that we have been given in the Word of God.


No, honey, don’t listen to any doctor – ever, at all, about anything – pertaining to you and your healing, unless it is Jesus!  Don’t go to any human being when your health is bad, unless it is a minister of Jesus (a true believer), who will help boost your faith and trust in Jesus!  


Turn away from the other gods of this world!  Run to our Strong Tower, not the towers of this world!  Take the money you would be donating to that worldly doctor’s ministry, and put it into the Lord’s ministry instead!  


Make the Great Physician Jesus your first, not only your last!  Make Him your protector from disease.  Make Him your answer to disease!  Make Him your healer from disease!


We already know what we have according to the Word of God – and that is health!  Why look for an argument against it?  


Why ask if there is any visible evidence against it?  Before faith is manifested in the natural, there is always visible evidence against it! 


We already know what we have according to the Word of God – healing of our disease!  Why look to see if a non-believer wants to agree or not?


We already know what the course of our illness will be according to the Word of God – “I shall not die, but I shall live, and proclaim the good works of God!”  Why look to a student of man’s knowledge to see if the Bible is lying to us or not?


We already know what the prescription for our illness is from the Word of God – “Call for those strong in faith, and have them pray and anoint you with oil.  And you will be well again!”  

Why go to the world of sorcery, spending all that money besides!  


Why do we go to the world to find out if the Word of God is working?  

Why do we go to the world to find out if we should hold on to good news or hold on to bad news?  


Why do we look for something we can “take” for our problem?  
Is the Word of God too complicated?  Is the Word of God too dubious?  Is the Word of God untrue?  Is our God sitting on the potty or something?   Are His prescriptions too expensive for our “co-pay”?  What’s the problem with just doing what He told us to do?


Only unbelief would say, “you better get that problem checked out with a (human) doctor.”  Only an ignorance of the Word of God would say, “You better go find out what you have.”  Only a mistrust of God would say, “You better see the (human) doctor and find out what your prognosis is.”  


All of these things are “childish things”.  Paul said, “When I was a child, I spoke like a child and I thought like a child.  When I became a man, I put away childish things!”


It is time for us to put away this childish thing!  It is time to take back that whole, entire seed of faith that we have been given, and place it into ONE FIELD OF SOIL – the field of the Kingdom to which we have been called, and that field ALONE!


In many ways the Body of Christ today is starting to wake up, and walk in the victory and covenantal promises we have been given through Jesus.  It is now time for us to do the same with our health and our healing!  


Keep the same kind of weapons out when you are not feeling well in your body.  Stop abdicating your high spiritual position to some human being with mere fallible human understanding!  Stop relinquishing your mighty weapons when you are sick!  


Don’t yoke yourself unequally with one who fights with weapons of flesh.  You have been given weapons that are mighty in God for the tearing down of thresholds – like disease!  So stand up and fight!


It is time for the children of the one true God, to stop bowing their knees to Apollo, Hygaeia, Esclapiyus, “and all the other gods and goddesses”.  It is time that we stop forcing the Holy Spirit in us to tolerate and even be asked to bow to these foreign gods!!  


It is time that we challenge these other gods and their prophets, as Elijah challenged the prophets of Baal.  We as believers have a God who is faithful to perform at our altars just as the Lord did back then.  Let’s pour on all the contrary elements – yes, there is pain; yes, there is something that has taken people’s lives in the past; yes, if we would take the drugs, we might see the symptoms change.  But if God be God, let Him do His thing!  It is thorough and complete and better than any other answer.  


It is time for us to take dominion over the spiritual kingdoms of this world!  It is time that we walk with integrity in the authority that we have been given!  It is time for us to dive into the absolute sufficiency of God’s power for us, in us and through us!  It is time to acknowledge His absolute sufficiency to conquer disease in our bodies!


It is time for us to let the world know that the Master Shoemaker has not sent His children out to cheap peddlers to buy their shoes!


It is time for us to show the doctors of this world that they need US!!  They truly need what we have!  


It is time for us to show the would-be “patients” of these medical offices that they need what we have, instead!  


It is time that the poor of this world got the straight scoop – healing is free when you go to the right Doctor!  


It is time that we forsake the rest, because we have the BEST!


The world needs to see this healing Jesus!  He did NOT forget to teach us about taking our medications.  He did NOT forget to teach us that we should go to the doctors of this world!  He did NOT forget to warn us to get our ailments checked out with the doctors of this world!  


No, He died for those “have to’s”!  Today He offers us His blood.  That is ALL the “gotta haves” we got!  


Anything else is foolishness!  Anything else is meaningless!  Anything else is powerless!  And anything else is a slap in the face to all Jesus did for us on the cross!   
Perpetrator Exposed And Deposed!


How we in the past have subjugated and literally trampled down the work of Jesus by appealing to the “nonsense” of the world!  It is time that we stop cheapening the name of Jesus!  It is time that we do start to lift up the name of Jesus.  It is time to put an end to the devils’ laughter by our numerous visits to the doctors of this world!


He surely has known his own scam!  He’s been like a five-year old kid trying to make a real movie.   While people are waiting in line to see a great masterpiece film, he tries to get them to watch his instead.  


The little kid is like those bringing the “God uses doctors” doctrine, as he says, “The makers of the movie want you to see mine before you see theirs.”  Many believe his lie, expecting to go right into the Master Piece movie when the five-year child’s movie is done.  But,in fact, while the kid’s movie was playing, so was the Master Piece!  


Without realizing it, they actually missed the Master Piece!  They thought the kid’s movie was a preparation for the real thing.  Unfortunately, it was “instead of” the real thing.


Cheated and disappointed, the people went home, never to see the real thing.   Some movies have no second showings!


There are some situations where the doctors are to us “before the real thing”.  In His mercy, the Lord preserves their life while they explore and discover the powerlessness of the world’s answers.  But they are never “along with” the real thing. 


The Lord said that no flesh would glory in His presence.  This means, where the Lord’s hand truly does move, no human being can possibly take credit for it.  So if we see a work where man can take the credit, then we are not truly looking at the handiwork of God! 


The prophets were right when they said that people in the last days would take in every wind of doctrine.  Many of the elect would be deceived.  Yes, many have been deceived!


If we want to see the Glory of God really fall, then the same word goes out to us today as it did to the children of Israel long ago – throw away your idols!  
Don’t trust in horses!  Don’t make lights for yourselves!  Stand still, and see the salvation of God!


We all have been called to evangelize the world.  We have all been called to heal the sick, raise the dead, and cleanse the leper.  As soon as we put away this idol from our lives, the Church – and each individual in it - will see the glory of God to heal and re-create in the human body like it never has before.  Multitudes of believers will be raised up and used to not only heal the sick, but to raise the dead as well!


As soon as the Lord has enough volunteers who have been willing to put away their other doctor idols, then He will, through those believers, heal the sick on this earth like never before!

The Fatal Flaw


We need to live by the truth of the word of God, and not by past cases where people were not healed.  Many were willing to trust a great part of their faith to Jesus for their incurable illness.  They were willing to go to the other side, like a great swimmer ready to cross the English Channel.  But when a piece of fishing line got tangled between the swimmer’s belt and something on the shore, the swimmer only got so far, and never reached the other side, no matter how hard he tried.


Similarly, there are some situations (especially when a believer has seen display of the Lord’s glory) in which the devil is allowed to be that fishing line in a believer’s disease.  Even though the believer is muscling their faith as courageously as they can, the tiny piece of that faith that they have placed in the doctors of this world is allowed to act as that piece of fishing line.  That believer loses their battle and they die by disease.  


All the Lord needed these believers to do was to relinquish all other help – all medical help, all drugs, all medical advice.  All that was required of them was to trust completely and simplistically in the One whose power and glory they had seen so many times, and to put away their other “doctors” (i.e., idols).  All the Lord needed was a little more lift to that plane, making that last wheel leave the ground, to call that faith plane “committed”.  If they had done this, they would have been healed!


To whom much is given, much shall be required.  The more we have seen of His power to heal, the less excuse we have for not making Him our exclusive Doctor! 


The devil is always on our tail, and he looks for an opportunity to destroy us in any way he can.  As the accuser of the brethren, the devil looks constantly for any excuse he can find, in this cosmic set up of faith and sin, to take issue with us that will deny the blessings to us.  He looks constantly for accusation against us, for loopholes in our lives, and especially in our faith!  


If we believe in the healing power of God, and we also “believe in doctors”, then in this area we are offering him an excellent opportunity to bind up and sabotage our “almost” faith!  We better watch out, because we – by our divided faith – may be giving him the permission he’s been looking for to set the stage for an illness that we will not get healed from! 


If we insist on seeking out the worldly help of human doctors, when we truly know the Lord’s power to heal, we could be giving the devil the excuse he’s looking for to attach that fishing line to us as well! 


Yes, thousands of souls who have not known any better in the first place, come to the end of their road with the doctors of this world, and then find the miraculous Healer Jesus when He touches them and heals them.  


But to those who have seen His glory, He is requiring a response that was not required of those who had never tasted of Him!  We see a similar warning in Hebrews 6:4-6, concerning those who have tasted of the “heavenly light” and then have fallen away.  Hebrews says, “Better that they had never tasted!”

Single-Minded Prayer


To whom much is given, much shall be required.  Be on guard for your faith!


James also refers to the unwavering quality of faith that is required by the intercessors around the sick persons.  We are to surround ourselves with people who truly are strong, mature, and stubbornly determined in their faith that Jesus will heal that person!  We need to be flanked by faith in the power of Jesus, and no other power!  


If there is a believer there to pray that feels – even slightly - that the person needs to seek the help from the world’s doctors, then they do not know how to address disease as Jesus did.  Simply ask them to leave; you do not need that kind of divided faith added to this prayer.



If there is a believer who believes only “so far”, but also feels that natural, rational help is an alternative for you, then do not include their petition with yours.  


Go to the throne together with all of your seeds of faith in one piece and in one soil!


Too often we have muddled up the power that is ours to heal through the Holy Spirit, by weak prayers like, “Lord, please heal them if it is your will.”    


Too often we have muddled up the power that is ours to heal by praying, “Lord, please bless them as they go to the doctor”, as we blaspheming refer to a human doctor.  We have prayed so many times, “Lord, bless the doctors as they operate!”  

Waiting For Our Lover


Asking our precious Lord, the Healer, to bless the effort of the human doctors, is like asking a wife to take beautiful smelling perfume to her husband’s mistress!  


How would it have sounded if the Jews prayed, "Lord, bless them, as they go to Baal?”  Guide the hand of Baal on their behalf.”  “Lord, bless them as they cut me up, even though I know you’re telling me to wait for a miracle from your own hand!”  The most we could pray for in a case like that would be mercy.  Often I have prayed that prayer on ones behalf.


What about, “Lord, give the doctors wisdom.”  The Lord would say to us, “I have made My True wisdom available to them in My Word.  They think they have found something better.  They have decided that prayer and my healing touch are not enough for the job.  Now, are you asking me to make their rebellion a success?”


And yet, countless times the Lord has shown mercy, in spite of our “medical waywardness”.  


Many other times, however, that waywardness has kept believers from their healing, and it has taken them or their loved one right into the casket! 
 
Many do not want to hear that this idol is not in the perfect will of God for their bodies.  They protest vehemently!  Then a few breaths later, you will hear them say, “Well, not all are healed.  We just don’t understand this!  Some things we will not know until we get to Heaven.”  And the deep mystery lives on!



Keep your eyes on Jesus.  Only believe!  He who has ears to hear, let him hear!


The Lord needs those who are one hundred percent.  He will not be mocked!  He is tired, I’m sure, of being paired up with the doctors of this world.  He is tired, I’m sure, of being included under the banner of those who have sworn an oath of covenant to Apollo Physician and all the gods and goddesses!  


You’re right, after 2,000 years, He’s probably begun to reconsider whether He really covered every base on the cross.  After all, that was before the microscope, and I’m sure Jesus could learn a lot from those learned people!  (Yeah right.)  


Besides, He never got to go to medical school, and I’m sure He’d like the new perspective.  Maybe He did get a bit carried away with the “divine”!!  Who knows, maybe His blood ran out!  


It hurts to even type those words, but I feel it is a reflection of the hurt from the message He has gotten from us all these years.  “Hey, kids, what are you doing?  Where are you going?  What about ME?  What have they got that I haven’t got?”  And we fly out the door, yelling back, “Help me, Dad!  Thanks!”  And off we go.


It reminds me of a chapter in Jeremiah – chapter eight.  There the prophet addresses the same carelessness in Israel’s leadership.  They charge into battle, not having consulted the Lord, and as they do, they yell back, in a cheap way, asking for the Lord to bless them, too.  


Do we even care about the heart of the Father?  Do we even care if we actually hurt Him?  Do we really consider what will truly bless Him?  Do we consider the impact that we can have on his heart, to either hurt Him or to make Him smile?  


Nothing seemed to touch the heart of the Father as much as simple trust and faith in the hearts of His children.  He cares so much about it, that in spite of other “shadows” in people’s hearts, ‘faith’ shines over them and counts for them as righteousness!  


The Lord wants us, who are His disciples, to shine with the power He shone with.  We can compare this power to a light bulb.  The electric light bulb works and holds its power of light, because the glass that surrounds the “overheated” element is completely sealed.  If it were to have even a miniscule hole in it, then oxygen would get in, the element would immediately burn up, and the light would be gone! 


Similarly, if we want to shine with the consistency and brightness of a light bulb, not only do we get a strong current going into the “element” (our faith!), but we also must maintain the purity surrounding that faith.  Like the vacuum inside the light bulb, we must keep ourselves void of any other trusts, or beliefs, recourses, answers, options, back-up plans, assistance, or “doctors”.  


We must keep our faith void of any thing but what the Lord taught us!  Then, we will stand back and we will see the demonstration of the power and glory of God to heal the sick and raise the dead like we have never seen it before!

Stop the Profanity!


Let the mockery of Him and His truth be stopped!  Let the mockery of his name “Physician” come to an end!  Let the mockery of His army of faith walking believers stop!   Let us acknowledge His simple instructions for healing, and let’s actually live by them!  Let’s go do the healing works that Jesus did!


We must stop saving His power for only the leftovers.  How would you feel if you were a professional that was called in only when another professional botched up the job?  


We must stop treating the Lord’s glory as if He’s too busy or too important to be bothered for every little thing.  He knows about every sparrow that falls!  He keeps count of the hairs on our head!  He has not asked us to book any other group to “open His show”!  His is the ONLY show worth watching!  He is the show!


He wants us to wait for Him to appear with His move!  He is bellowing with magnificent glory waiting to pour out and display to this earth, if we would only prepare the stage for JUST HIM!!  

  
Let the idols be removed from His temple once again!  Let us tear down every one of them!  Let us put our faith and trust in Him according to what He has put forth in His Word!

 
As in times past, the Lord is always faithful when we do this.  He has always been quick to honor our doing away with idols, by showing a great demonstration of His faithfulness and power.  When we turn away from the other gods, He the one true God, always comes through!


The devil loves to hold in fear those dear ones who are suffering with sickness and disease.  Sometimes it seems that even feeble help is better than no help and all.  It can be a little scary to let go.  


But the Lord has infinite love, and He is also true to His name.  He will always honor the act of ones putting away his or her idols!  


If we will put our idols down, He will answer!  If we will put down the other doctors of this world and then go in simplicity and obedience to our Dad, then He WILL heal, deliver, and cleanse all of our needs!  


He will answer with POWER and GREATNESS that we would never see from those idols!  He will answer with power and greatness that we COULD never see from Him either - if we didn’t put those idols down!


He has instructed us to raise the dead!  And if we will put away our “other doctors”, and acknowledge Him as the only physician, then we ALL will see and DO great miracles!  If we will serve Him as our exclusive Physician, we will even raise the dead, that which only He, the GREAT Physician can do!  


For He holds the keys to life and death!  And He wants to share them with us, so we can raise the dead, too!  But those keys are for those who see Him as the ONLY source for healing, the ONLY physician, the ONLY doctor.


Why would He place them in our hands to use, if we might allow Apollo to have a piece of the action and a part of the glory?  God is not mocked, nor will He allow us to let Him be mocked!  


We cannot use those who have divided faith.  He will place them in the hands of only those who have no other doctors before Him!  We know Him as the only Savior for our sins – our Redeemer.  Since we know Him in this way we can preach and minister in full knowledge and power by our undivided faith in Him to forgive our sins!

Even Greater Works


We must also know Him as only Savior for our diseases – our Doctor!  When we know Him as only Savior in this realm then we can preach and minister, as we ought to in this realm.  When He is exclusive for us, then we can minister Him in full knowledge and power, with an undivided faith, doing all the works He did!  


We – ALL OF US - will be empowered to minister healing and raising the dead just as Jesus did!  We must rely on and use only the weapons that Jesus used.  We must be willing to walk the simple, “narrow” path He walked on this issue!  We must rid ourselves of the scientific clutter that has clogged our faith and stalled our vehicle of healing faith!


The keys of life and death must be held by and used in the hands of those who see Him as the One and Only.  Apart from Him there is NO OTHER.  In addition to Him there is NO OTHER.  Aside from His instructions and His prescriptions there are NO OTHERS!  


Those who are wishy-washy, compromising, and idolatrous in this area, will not be entrusted with the power to raise the dead, and usually will see little to no power to heal the sick.  They can argue with the exposing of this idol.  They can try to argue against the fact that it exalts itself over the knowledge of Jesus.  


But be sure of this, you will not see those individuals out healing the sick and raising the dead!


When we do come to this point in our faith, where Jesus is our one, narrow way to healing, then the Lord will pour out His spirit in us.  He will gladly empower each of us to heal the sick, the lame and the blind, deliver the captives, and even raise the dead!  


He wills that His name becomes known on this earth!  He wills that His profession as the One and Only Great Physician become known in truth.  He wills that His will and intentions become known – “I am willing to heal you!  Just believe me!”  


His love holds great compassion for those who are in pain, those who have been afflicted by disease.  His love also holds great compassion for those whose loved ones have succumbed to physical death.  He has made provision for His body on this earth to continue administering the real life-experienced answers to these real life-experienced needs!  After all, the plan was for Jesus’ ministry on this earth to continue through His body after He returned to Heaven.  


Too often I have heard Christians say, “I don’t care about raising the dead!  I don’t care about physical miracles.  The only miracle that really matters is the salvation of a soul (meaning from sins).”


How callous they are about the human needs around them!  How irresponsible they are about doing the will of the Father!  For these things matter deeply to the Father, and He sent His Son to do these things to demonstrate just how important they are and continue to be today.  


Who are we to de-emphasize any thing that the Father and the Son have established for us to do on this earth?  Are we trying to mold His gospel into our own?  Do we lack true compassion for the hurting world around us?


Jesus did these things out of compassion for the people, and by the will and desire of the Father.  The Father still desires to meet the people on earth in these ways for their needs!  How saddened He has been when His Body here on earth (US!) has let opportunities go by when someone died, whom the Lord would have raised up if He had “found faith somewhere” that He could have used for that need!

  
How saddened He has been when those around bodily pain or bodily death have said, “How could God have let this happen?” when often the Lord had the power equipment available for His children to use to fix it!  Instead, we were too deceived, too compromised, too busy, too lacking in compassion and too faithless to use that power.  


Whatever gets left undone on this earth by our disobedience or unbelief leaves blood on our hands.  Their blood is on our hands!


We, His children, must stop assisting the enemy by treating Jesus like He’s some kind of “loser” or half-wit at what He says and does!  We must usher back the unsurpassed reputation that is due Him!  We must walk up boldly to Him for the bold kind of stuff He’s waited so long to be able to do again on this earth!    


If we are willing that He be that one Physician, that one Doctor, apart from whom there is no other and along side of whom there is no other, then He will be able to use us to “do the works that He did” AND to do even GREATER works!  


The more we believe, the more He will do.  The more He does, the more His reputation will increase!  The more His reputation increases, the more the reputation of the doctors of this world will decrease!  And the more and more of His Glory will be revealed upon this earth!


And we will be making house calls!  The Lord’s spirit will pour out so greatly that He will use us, if we believe!  We will not have to wait for healing crusades.  We will be His agents, if He can count on our faith, and if we will just believe without wavering, without compromising, and without doubting!


If we choose to maintain our faith and trust in the doctors of this world, by whatever excuse, we will surely limit His healing power in and through us!  Our stories will read like those cities where Jesus was unable to do many miracles because of the lack of faith.


But as we put away all other doctors, and as we put away all other knowledge that exalts itself over the knowledge of Jesus, then The Doctor will surely shine, and shine through us!  Not only will we see His healing power always come through for us, but we will also impart that healing power to a desperate and dying, pain-filled world!    


Call upon your “Dad” for everything He said to, for that is precious to Him and the relationship He has enabled us to have through His Son Jesus.

What would Jesus Do?


Are you in pain?  Would He not have touched you if you walked up to Him two thousand years ago?


Is He not still alive today?


He is not in retirement.  He is in preparation for a home for His bride.  While He is “away” He wants to see His bride carrying out all of His work on earth!


Do you feel the pain of the world?  Do you cry when they cry?  Do you care when you see someone in pain, someone who is sick or someone even dying?  Do you care when you see anyone bound to a wheelchair?


Ask Jesus for a bleeding heart, so His compassion will move your heart.  Ask Him to let you feel the pain of those around you.  Ask Him to point out to you the tears of those you meet.


Then believe Him that He has placed within you the power to fix the pain around you!  Thank Jesus for the privilege of having what the prophets longed to see – the opportunity to have His indwelling presence and power in our very mortal bodies!  Thank Him for depositing all of His spiritual, empowering tools in you to go out and till His fields!


Consecrate your heart!  Consecrate your mind!  Narrow the “knowledge” you would live by – use only that of Jesus crucified and resurrected!


If you will just believe, you will, in fact, do greater things than He did! 


No matter who you are, He wants to use you.  No matter how old you are, He wants to use you.  No matter how little education or “training” you have, He wants to use you!  No matter how bad a sinner you have been, HE WANTS TO USE YOU!


He died to use you!  So if you will do these things through the blood of Jesus applied to your life, then you are only a step away from seeing these very same things come to pass in your life!  Hallelujah!

The Ultimate Blow: The Priesthood of All Believers


No matter what year we are placed on this earth – whether it is the first century, or the twenty-first century, if we truly are in Jesus, then we – ALL BELIEVERS - are COMMANDED to do the things that He did!  We are all commanded to do and can be empowered to do ALL THE MIRACLES!  


We are supposed to remind people of Jesus - in every way!  This doesn’t just mean the cross around our neck or His precious Name on our tongue.  We are supposed to remind people of Jesus by the way we employ His power!  We are to remind people of Jesus by the miracles that we do!  


We are to be “working the works” – healing the sick, raising the dead, preaching the good news of the kingdom of Heaven!  If we are not doing works that are accomplished by faith (i.e. miracles – “works of faith”), then according to the Word of God, our faith is DEAD!


We have all been given the “automobile” of faith.  The Lord has told us that we are to turn its key, and go forth – in power and in works of miracles.  This command is not just for “ministry leaders”.  It is for all true believers!  


Nobody’s “car” has any more or less ability to go places.  And in a very real and valuable sense, we all have our “own ministry”.  We are all called to go forth in power!  We are to use our own hands and our own mouths, and we are all supposed to go out and do what Jesus did and preach what Jesus preached!


Jesus said that each of us has been given enough faith to literally move a mountain!  That is plenty of faith!

  
And with that “plenty of faith”, which we ALL have been given, we have all been called to minister!  There is no limit to the kinds of gifts or the quantities of the gifts that we can receive to function in all the dimensions of ministry! 


The calling for all of us is the same.  The only thing that makes us different from each other is where and how He positions us to carry out that calling!


Jesus never distinguished or even hinted at a distinction between a “lay person” and a “minister” or “clergy”!  It is an abomination, to lull people into thinking that they are intended to be merely ordinary, part-time, “non-ministry” believers!  This distinction stinks in the nostrils of the Lord!  


He never called anybody to “part-time” anything!  And whether we spend the majority of our time in a home, in an office, or in a church office, none of us is to be given or to accept the title of “lay” or part-time believer! 


This, too, is a different gospel.  It is set up to discourage, confuse, and de-energize the force on this earth that Jesus calls His bride.  It is designed to detract from and thwart the plan Jesus had for His bride to copy Him in what He did on this earth.  It is designed to lull people into laziness in their faith and laziness in their walk.  It is a disguised way of telling all but a certain “holier” few to “lay” down!


It is an abomination to tell anyone who is a part of this kingdom, that there is anything such as a “supportive bystander”.  It is an abomination to call any member of this glorious Kingdom of Heaven a LAY PERSON!  In a group of people whom the Lord has given greater power than the greatest of the prophets, how could the Lord be glorified in any of us accepting this label?


“Clergy” and “laity” was a legitimate distinction before Jesus completed His work on the cross.  Before He came, there truly was a difference between the priests, the prophets and the common man.  


But when the veil was ripped in two, as Jesus gave His last breath, provision was made for all people to have full entrance into that Holy place!  No more did we need a human mediator!  No more did we need a human teacher!  With this event, Jesus truly “leveled the playing field” and invited whosoever will to come!


As for prophets, Jesus said that all of those who follow Him are prophets!  A prophet hears and speaks for the Lord, and Jesus said that His sheep would hear His voice.  


Jesus said that we are His bride!  As His intimate representative and “other half” we are to go around the world and into the world, speaking what we have heard and doing what we have seen!  You cannot be a part of the Kingdom of Heaven unless you are prophetic!  You cannot be part of the Kingdom of Heaven unless you share intimacy with Him!


As for “healers”, if we are to get healthy and stay healthy by our faith, then everyone in this Kingdom - for the sake of our own health - has been given “the gift to heal”!  It is absolutely essential that each one of us have it!


Revelation refers to us as prophets, priests and kings!  In the kingdom of Heaven (that which we are a part of if we say we follow Jesus), this has a literal meaning for us.  


He could have used the word “princes”, those representatives with limited power.  It seems that this is the sort of mentality found in the body of Christ today – as if each believer is given only certain realms of power and authority, and other realms they do not have authority in.  This is the confusion that can arise from the idea of five-fold ministry, as if everyone must fit in only one of those “folds”!


Actually, the Lord has fully equipped all of us with all authority over every demon spirit and in every situation!   That is the role of the “king”, and that is every believer’s role!  


Jesus, by His indwelling spirit and His Father’s indwelling spirit in us, has equipped as all with multiple aspects of authority and power to minister in multiple ways for the multiple situations He wills to lead each of us in!


It is time that we receive it and take our “titles” and our callings seriously!


In fact, Jesus said to the religious leaders, “Be not called rabbi, or teacher.  Instead, call one another ‘brothers’.”  


In our concern about keeping the proper channels of authority recognized and followed, we have become too consumed with referring to ministry (administrative) heads as “pastor” or even “Doctor”.  We have tightened the distinction when we expect these titles to be used whenever we refer to those persons!  


Some people may need reminding of “who is in charge”, and it is important that all individuals acknowledge and accept the flow of authority within a given structure.  But by instituting these titles for regular use as we do, we further reinforce the idea of spiritual superiority and higher spiritual calling.  


Specifically with the title “pastor”, when we encourage it’s use with every time the people address or even refer to that pastor, we are clearly sending a message and endorsing a message that says that the person knows more than the “common” people there.  That is not necessarily true!


We send the message that there is greater spirituality and power than the other people there.  That is not necessarily true!


We are implying that they have greater spiritual maturity and depth.  That is not necessarily true!


For some, it is giving honor to them in acknowledgement of their “full-time” ministry status.  But this has gone way too far.  In fact, one can easily observe, if they care to, that oftentimes people in “full-time ministry” do not use these titles when they are speaking to or about each other.  And yet, when they are talking with a “lay person” (common man) about another full-time “fellow minister”, they do insert these titles. 


There is a mentality of having to be “among the honored” in order to use first names with these “honored ones”.  It reminds me of adults talking about other adults among adults, versus talking about adults when they are among children.  


When we are talking with other adults, we will use their first names, but when referring to them around children, we will always say, “Mr. So and So”, or “Mrs. So and So.”  In the very same way, I have heard “pastors” call one another by their first names, but when referring to them around “non pastor” people (i.e. those they would call mere “lay” people), they are sure to insert the title “Pastor”! 


Sadly, it has become a brethren within the brethren!  Be assured, Jesus is not pleased!


If you were the father or mother of a large family, and one of your kids insisted that the other kids use a title when talking to them or about them, what would you feel?


Truly, the Lord has made us to be a part of a Kingdom where we are all greater than Moses, greater than Elijah, and greater than John the Baptist!  What in the world are we doing setting up level distinctions like this?  If Moses were to visit or even join your church, would you point out the pastor to him and tell Moses he should call him “Pastor so-and-so”?


I doubt that we would!  Even more so, we should not be perpetuating this practice with one who is “even greater than” Moses.  That one, according to Jesus, is you and I!  Jesus said that the least on the “kingdom list” is greater – truly – than the greatest of the prophets.  Take your pick! 


In the Kingdom there are to be no distinctions, no differentiations among people!  


What we will see is varying degrees of faith and maturity.  But these distinctions naturally shine through ones life.  These “distinctions” are aspects of a believer’s walk of faith that others cannot help but notice.  But they certainly are not to be demanded because of ones title!


In fact, we can often find the contrary.  Usually, titles usher in pride.  Pride constricts the movement and flow of the Holy Spirit in any believer’s life.  So if someone demands such a title, which would have to stem from pride, then guess who isn’t there at all!


How often the Lord uses those who are despised and rejected, or maybe just overlooked and “pigeon-holed” by our churches!  How often He has placed in those individuals a greater spiritual depth and maturity!  


Look at some of the women who have aged by years with the Lord.  In many of these “other” kinds of people, is where you will find the greatest spirituality, greatest maturity, and greatest spiritual power!  


We have all been given the “title” of prophets and of priests.  We are all called to be full-time ministers of these works, regardless of where in this world or in what kind of setting the Lord has strategically placed us!

  
For Jesus, there was never any distinction between “clergy” and “laity”.  In fact, the very idea of “laity” runs contrary to all that Jesus gave His followers!  


In Mark 16, in His last words before departing, Jesus said, “He who believes and is baptized will be saved.  And these signs shall follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons, they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick and they will recover.” 


Jesus was not merely daydreaming when He said this.  And He did not say that the signs would follow only some of those who believed.  He did not say that only men would do these!  He did not say that only the young would do these!  He did not say that only the theology or Bible school graduates would do these!  He did not say that only the “big name evangelists” would do these.


He did not say that only those ordained by men or given a license to preach would do these things!  He did not say that only “pastors” would do these things!


He did not say that these signs were to be “available” like a bag of tricks at the certain right times.  He instructed that these signs become a way of life and constant occurrence for all those who truly believed in Him.


Jesus said that these signs would follow ALL who TRULY BELIEVED!


If we were to describe a UPS driver to someone, we would probably describe him by the uniform he wears and the truck he drives.  In the same way, Jesus is saying, in these crucial “last words”, that TRUE believers will have THESE CHARACTERISTICS!

The Hippocratic Oath

The following is the Hippocratic Oath.  It is presented in its original form, with modern-day modifications found in parentheses.


“I swear by Apollo the physician and Aesculapius, and Hygiea (Health), and Panacea (All-heal), and all the gods and goddesses, that, according to my ability and judgment, I will keep this Oath and this stipulation – to reckon him who taught me this Art equally dear to me as my parents, to share my substance with him, and relieve his necessities if required; to look upon his offspring in the same footing as my own brothers, and to teach them this art, if they shall wish to learn it, without fee or stipulation; and that by percent, lecture, and every other mode of instruction, I will impart a knowledge of the Art to my own sons, and those of my teachers, and to disciples bound by a stipulation and oath according to the law of medicine, but to none others.  I will follow that system of regimen which, according to my ability and judgment, I consider for the benefit of my patients, and abstain from whatever is deleterious and mischievous.  I will give no deadly medicine to any one if asked, nor suggest any such counsel; and in like manner I will not give a woman a pessary to produce abortion.  With purity and with holiness I will pass my life and practice my Art.  I will not cut persons laboring under the stone, but will leave this work to be done by men who are practitioners of this work.  Into whatever houses I enter, I will go into them for the benefit of the sick, and will abstain from every voluntary act of mischief and corruption; and, further, from the seduction of females or males, of freemen and slaves.  Whatever, in connection with my professional service, or not in connection with it, I see or hear, in the life of men, which ought not to be spoken of abroad, I will not divulge, as reckoning that all such should be kept secret.  While I continue to keep this Oath unviolated, may it be granted to me to enjoy life and the practice of the art, respected by all men, in all times.  But should I trespass and violate this Oath, may the reverse be my lot.

(Note: Aesculapius is the son of Apollo, who was taught the Healing Arts by Chiron.  Chiron is a centaur (half man/half horse) that was given the task of instructing all the children of the gods/goddesses.  He is known as the wounded, Warrior, Healer Astrologer…)

